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Living Faith: Bishop John meets five-year-old Olivia and her penguin after a 
recent confirmation in Streatley. Pic by the Revd Chris Hargraves. 


Living Faith vision goes live 


By Sarah Meyrick 

THE Diocese of Oxford has a new 
five-year vision. After months of 
consultation and conversation, 
Living Faith: for the future has been 
agreed as the vision for the life and 
work of the diocese from 2009-14. 

Living Faith: for the future - 
which will be formally launched at 
diocesan synod on 7 March - is 
intended to provide a supportive 
framework for work in the parish- 
es. It offers a vision (‘the transfor- 
mation of all human life under 
God’); four values (‘contempla- 
tive, creative, continuous and 
accountable’); and a purpose (‘to 
join with God in creating a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the dio- 
cese of Oxford, enabling every 
Christian and every Christian 
community to live and share the 
love of God, seen in the life of 
Jesus Christ’). 

Central to Living Faith is a set of 
priorities: sustaining the sacred 
centre; making disciples; making 
a difference in the world; creating 
vibrant Christian communities; 
and shaping confident, collabora- 
tive leadership. The Living Faith 
vision builds on the Sharing Life 
initiative which preceded it. The 
name was inspired by last year’s 
evangelism conference. (That 
project is now to be renamed 
‘Encouraging Evangelism’ to 
avoid confusion.) 

Bishop John presented a draft 
document to diocesan synod last 
spring and invited comments. ‘I 
received a great number of really 
useful responses to the initial 


paper. As a result, the final version 
is shorter and sharper,’ he said, 
stressing that Living Faith was not 
intended to be prescriptive or to 
cut across local planning. ‘The 
key aim is to have a banner under 
which we can all unite in the 
cause of Christ. I envisage the five 
priorities as a palette of bright 
and vivid colours,’ he said. 

‘What I’m inviting everyone to 
do in their church, parish, boards 
and committees is to use these 
colours to paint their own picture 
of the kingdom. I’d love to see all 
the churches of the diocese work- 
ing away with these bright colours 
of the kingdom to design their 
own vision for the next stage of 
our life together. 

‘What we end up with then is a 
gallery full not of look-alike paint- 
ings, but of vibrant, colourful and 
unique works of art.’ 

Over the next few months the 
diocese will be publishing a range 
of resources, including leaflets, a 
study guide and a DVD, to explain 
the Living Faith\ ision, and to help 
people relate it to their context. 

‘I’m determined to offer contin- 
uing encouragement,’ said 
Bishop John. ‘There are lots of 
implications which we’ll keep 
coming back to, but for now I 
trust we can unite around Living 
Faith and enjoy the Lord’s favour. 
I hope what we’re doing is build- 
ing on the fine heritage of Sharing 
Life but sharpening it up for our 
time. I think the Church has to be 
value driven rather than target 
driven, and I trust that a thousand 
flowers may then bloom.’ 


Help young people like Dan 

DAN’S story is typical of the young people with whom the Romanian 
Foyer Trust works. 

During his childhood in Romania he was moved between four 
different children’s homes and two local authority group family 
homes, spent time in emergency accommodation for homeless 
children and was passed between various members of his extended 
family, none of whom wanted the responsibility of caring for him. 

Due to these chaotic circumstances, he dropped out of school, re- 
enrolling for part-time school after a three year break. Now at the 
Foyer, for the first time in his life, he has security, a reasonable level 
of comfort and an adult with whom he can share his hopes and 
fears for the future. He’s already started work and intends to 
register for school so that he can complete his school leaving 
certificate. 

Turn to page three to find out how you can help the 
Romanian Foyer Trust. 
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Letters & comment 



Comment 

by Jo Duckies 

Being single is positive 

S everal people told me in no 

uncertain terms: ‘do not pres- 
ent singleness as negative’ 
when I began researching the 
Going Solo feature on page seven. I 
was pleased and refreshed when they 
went on to outline plenty of reasons 
why and to help me out in tackling an 
issue which is for many incredibly sen- 
sitive. 

My own experiences of attitudes 
towards me as a single person have 
been mixed. A happily married friend 
once said: ‘When you look for a job 
you spend time preparing your CV, 
blitz all relevant websites and keep 
checking the newspapers. Why should 
finding a man be any different and 
why do people leave it to chance?’ She 
had found Mr Right on a Christian 
dating website. She’d known exactly 
what she wanted. Good for her, but 
when she went on to tell me off when 
I admitted I’d given up after my own 
limited attempts at internet dating fell 
flat, I was not impressed. 

No one likes to be told how they 
should live their life, particularly when 
or how they should find a bloke and, 
while I know several couples who tied 
the knot after meeting on-line, it’s not 
something I want to pursue right now. 

It doesn’t end there. On his wedding 
day one friend said to me: ‘So when 
are you going to sort yourself out then 
Jo.’ He was implying that until I settle 
down with Mr Right, I’m not sorted. I 
think being able to remember a com- 
ment like that, made eight years ago, 
shows how insulting it was. I’ve even 
had Christian leaders suggest marriage 
is the ideal way forward in terms of 
sorting my life out. 

I am very happy. I’ve got a good 
social life, plenty of hobbies and wor- 
ship in a huge church which provides 
me with an amazing Christian ‘family’. 
Do I feel lonely? Of course I do occa- 
sionally. But my approach to life has 
always been fairly laid back. Go with 
the flow, don’t force the issue. Maybe 
I’m leaving it to chance, but that’s my 
choice and I’m sticking with it. 

I find with single person supple- 
ments and the like, there’s enough dis- 
crimination against singles. Please 
don’t make it worse and do read the 
range of perspectives on page seven. 


LETTERS 


An integral part of 
village life 

I have sympathy with the views 
expressed by Sir Roy Strong as 
described on page 20 in the November 
Door. However, I think that he overlooks 
three problems. The local church and 
churchyard is an integral part of a village. 
The village church is probably the oldest 
building in the village with strong emo- 
tional links to the local community. 

Anyone who has ever undertaken even a 
small re-ordering of a well loved church 
interior knows that the emotional costs 
are very high and can be too great for the 
good that will ensue. Heating and light- 
ing is often inadequate and few have a 
water supply or sanitation. Disabled 
access to modern standards is difficult, if 
not impossible, without affecting the 
appearance. Finally, most villages have a 
village hall. Many could not sustain two 
public buildings to the required stan- 
dards and competition from the local 
church could seriously harm the viability 
of the village hall. Also there are some 
functions that are held in village halls 
which would not be considered appropri- 
ate for a parish church. 

Open village churches that show visi- 
ble signs of regular worship are a wit- 
ness to living Christian worship in a com- 
munity. 

We should seek to maintain them to 
the highest standards to attract visitors 
and see the continuing Christian life of 
the community and to provide a place of 
quiet and pilgrimage for all. This, I 
believe, is our chief function in a village 
community. If other opportunities for serv- 
ice arise, we should not hesitate to 
explore them. 

Michael Weller - Checkendon 


Giving out the Door 

Having come to the conclusion that 
people in the majority will not pick up 
copies of The Door’ from the place 
where each new issue is on display in St 
Mary’s Church, Wallingford, I have adopt- 
ed the following practice. On the first 
Sunday after The Door’ has been deliv- 
ered I stand in the porch at the end of 
the 1 0am service and hand out copies to 
people as they leave. Occasionally 
someone will say 1 am not from this 
parish/diocese’, which is when I try to 
persuade them that the contents are of 
interest to any churchgoer. Probably 
people in other churches will follow a 
similar practice. I know of at least one 
nearby parish where The Door’ is deliv- 
ered together with the parish magazine to 
the houses of individual churchgoers. I 
do not claim any credit for my actions but 
dislike seeing unused free journals put 
into the recycling bin when the new issue 
arrives. 

Harold Simmons, Wallingford. 
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Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 


4 My eyes have seen your salvation ... a 
light for revelation to the Gent iles ami for 
glory to your people Israel ? 

Luke 2:30 to 2:32 (abbreviated) 

T he Temple courts were as 
busy as ever, money-lenders 
and traders shouting their 
wares, visitors from afar gaw- 
ping at the magnificent tow- 
ers and arches, and an endless stream of 
people surging in to pray and to offer 
sacrifices. 

Somewhere in all that mass of human- 
ity stood two lone figures, an elderly 
man and an even older woman, Anna, a 
‘prophetess’. They were a permanent 
feature of the life of the Temple, two 
people who still clung tenaciously to 
their belief in the coming of God’s 
Messiah to save and bless his people. 
Indeed, the old man, Simeon, had been 
‘told’ by the Holy Spirit that ‘he would 
not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah’. 

So there they waited, eyes scanning 
the passing crowds, lips framing endless 
prayer to the God of Israel, longing for 
the coming of a new age whose blessings 
they would not live to see for themselves. 

And then it happened! They saw a lit- 
tle family group, father and mother with 
their baby boy, there to present him to 
the Lord, as the Law of Moses required. 
The couple had brought with them their 
sacrifice. Normally this would have been 
a lamb or goat, but because these par- 
ents, Mary and Joseph, were poor they 
were allowed to offer a pair of turtle 
doves or pigeons instead. 

Simeon saw more than just a simple 
family occasion. His eyes of faith, 
opened by God, recognised in the baby 
Mary carried the hope of Israel, the 
Messiah who would bring light in the 
darkness. He took the child in his arms 
and praised God. 


Comings and Goings 

Revd Rita Ball, Rector of Wantage Downs 
to be Team Rector of Hermitage Team 
Ministry ; Revd Anthony Willis, to be 
Assistant Curate at Aylesbury with Bierton 
and Hulcott; Revd Janet Lawrence, takes 
up House for Duty post at the GATE group; 
Revd Linda Green, Associate Clergy at 
Headington Quarry to be Priest in Charge 
at St Mary’s, Banbury; Revd Catherine 
Williams, to be Team Vicar at Woughton, 
Milton Keynes; Revd Paul Smith, to be 
Team Rector at Stantonbury & Willen Team 
Minsitry; Revd Julian Gadsby, to be Priest 
in Charge at Bucklebury, Bradfield and 


Candlemas (the old name for the fes- 
tival of the Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple) is observed on 2 February. It 
represents the end of the 
Christmas/Epiphany story. This little 
scene in the Temple looks back to the 
great prophets of Israel, back to the 
annunciation, to Mary, back to the stable 
at Bethlehem a few weeks earlier. 

But it also looks forward, not only to 
the eventual bright shining of the light 
of Christ throughout the whole world 
(which was the Epiphany theme) but 
also to days of sorrow and suffering 
which lay more immediately ahead. 
Candlemas is a kind of hinge linking two 
seasons, Christmas and Lent. It includes 
celebration and light on the one hand, 
and sombre anticipation on the other. 

It was Simeon himself who struck this 
sombre note. Having spoken of the One 
who would be glory for Israel and light 
for the Gentiles, he addressed some 
strange words to Mary: ‘A sword will 
pierce your own soul too.’ The child 
when grown up would evoke both sup- 
port and opposition, he said, but there 
would be bitterness for his mother. 
Perhaps she recalled these words as she 
stood by the cross 32 years later. 

Candlemas tells us that we can’t live 
permanently in the afterglow of 
Christmas. This child was born to die. 
That is the shadow of the cross which 
even in the moment of celebration fell 
across Mary’s heart. 

That scene in the Temple invites us to 
look back to the joy of the Saviour 4 s 
birth, and forward, through the coming 
days of Lent, to his passion, to holy week 
and the cross. Candlemas is a time for 
reflection on the mystery of our redemp- 
tion, which is at one and the same time 
so awesome and so sweet. 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on 
Evangelism, former BBC head of religions affairs, a broad- 
caster and author of many books including Journey to 
Jerusalem (BRF 2008), The Bible Made Clear and 
Espresso Prayers (both Lion Hudson 2008). His book, 
Seasons of the Son (Canterbury Press) includes refle- 
cions on the various festivals and holy days of the 
Christian year. 

Stanford Dingley; Revd Sharon Grenham- 
Toze, to be Assistant Chaplain at HMP 
Woodhill; Revd Kerry Ramsay, is given 
permission to officiate in the Berkshire 
area; Revd Michael French, is given 
permission to officiate in the Oxford area; 
Revd Meg Heywood, is given permission 
to officiate in the Dorchester area; Revd 
Peter Boulton-Lea, is given permission to 
officiate in the Deanery of Cowley; Revd 
Audrey Phillips, is given permission to 
officiate in the Dorchester area; Revd 
Gillian Holt, is given permission to officiate 
in the Berkshire area. We recall, with 
sadness, the death of Revd Jack Walne 
from Beaconsfield. 


Watercolour painting 

A traditional English water colour paint- 
ing course for beginners takes place in 
the Upper room at Dorchester Abbey 
this month. 


The course costs £80 and takes place on 
Saturday, and Sunday February 7 and 8. 

For more information call 01865 
340633 or email post@rebeccahind.com. 

It will be followed by similar courses 
which are set to take place in March and 
May. 


Competition winners 

Mrs Beer from Old Windsor, Mrs Sills from 
Aylesbury, Mrs Watts from Reading and Mrs 
Armstrong from Milton Keynes were the winners 


AUDIO VERSION 


of the competition featured in last month’s edition 
of the Door. They have all won a copy of The 
Shack by William P Young. 


Sight-impaired people can now get a free audio version of The Door by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285 
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News 


Helping vulnerable Romanians 



A FAMILY-run Oxfordshire 
charity is appealing for help re- 
building the lives of vulnerable 
young people in Romania. 

The Romanian Foyer Trust 
runs a house in Satu Mare to 
provide a home for young peo- 
ple, where they can stay for up 
to two years to work on build- 
ing the confidence and life 
skills they need to get a job. 

Karen Fairfax-Cholmeley, her 
husband, Martin, and children, 
Becca, Rosie and Alex, who are 
members of Duns Tew Church, 
drove to Satu Mare, north west 
Romania, in 1990, to visit 
Nicoleta, a four-year-old girl 
she had sponsored. 

Mrs Fairfax-Cholmeley said: 
‘We were able to experience for 
ourselves the heart-breaking sit- 
uation of children growing up 
without love or security in very 
basic conditions.’ 

The family maintained the 
link with Nicoleta’s children’s 
home, working there as volun- 
teers twice a year and realised 
many of the children were not 
orphans, but youngsters who 
had been abandoned by their 
families. In 2001 they set up the 
Romanian Foyer Trust to help 
18-year-olds who had to leave 
the children’s home with no 
system to guide them into a 
secure adult life. Mrs Fairfax- 
Cholmeley said: ‘I realised that 
merely to watch as the young 


people left the children’s 
homes and disappeared into 
the twilight world of homeless- 
ness and exploitation was a sec- 
ond abandonment. 

‘I wish you could meet our 
young people and learn how 
much the simple services we 
offer mean to them. The 
impact on their lives is truly 
remarkable as they start to gain 
confidence and learn skills for 
an independent life. 

‘Sadly, the need for the Foyer 
remains acute as new uncer- 
tainties and dangers threaten 
the young people, including an 
increase in the sex trade.’ 

She says 2009 will be a crucial 
year for the Trust, which has 
been hit badly by the falling 
value of the pound. ‘A place for 
a young person at the Foyer for 
a year costs £2,300, and we rely 
almost exclusively on donations 
from the UK,’ she says. 

‘We need more help with 
fundraising if we are to keep 
the Foyer open and I’m hoping 
that church groups and individ- 
uals might feel able to help us. 
Regular donations are a huge 
help and I’m asking people if 
they could pledge just £5 a 
month - the price of a bottle of 
wine - as a standing order to the 
RFT. 

‘We’re also organising a fami- 
ly sponsored walk in the lovely 
countryside around Duns Tew 


on Saturday 28^ March. There 
will be circuits of four to 12 
miles and the walk will end with 
a presentation about the trust’s 
work and a pig roast at our 
home. For a greater challenge 
we are leading a six-day spon- 
sored trek in August in the 
spectacular Mramures moun- 


ONLINE 


To find out more see: 

www.romanianfoyertrust.org.uk 


tains in Romania.’ 

The benefice of Duns Tew, 
Sandford St. Martin, Steeple 
and Westcote Barton supports 
the Foyer including producing 
walkers for the annual spon- 
sored trek in Romania since its 
inception in 2003 and the RFT 
is a charity specifically support- 
ed by Duns Tew PCC. 


Student dies in climbing tragedy 


New deacons 



Pictured top is Michael Seymour- 
Jones with Bishop of Dorchester, 


the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher. Above is 
Joy Carter with Bishop of Reading 
the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell 


TWO new deacons were 
ordained on Sunday, 1 1 January. 

The Revd Michael Seymour 
Jones was ordained at SS Peter 
and Paul, Shiplake and the Revd 
Joy Carter at St Peter’s, Didcot. 

At 71 Michael considers him- 
self called to help bring in the 
harvest of the vineyard. He is 
married to Jean and they have 
two married daughters, 
Catherine and Helen. The latter 
is Priest in Charge of Sutton 
Courtney. 

A Lancastrian by birth the 
Second World War and a career 
in industrial engineering spe- 
cialising in logistics brought the 
family to Shiplake 37 years ago. 

Joy grew up in Dorset and set- 
tled in Didcot 30 years ago. 

The retired staff development 
manager has worshipped at St 
Peter’s ever since. She says: 
‘The love of that congregation 
has helped me to realise that 
God is calling me to serve as an 
Ordained Local Minister 
(OLM).’ 


A VICAR’S son who grew up in 
the Oxford Diocese was one of 
two climbers who died in an 
accident in the French Alps in 
January. 

James Atkinson, who was 21 
and a student at Durham 
University, was the son of the 
Revd Peter Atkinson, who held 
posts in Aylesbury, Dorchester 
and Shires’ Edge, before mov- 
ing to a parish in Sussex shortly 
before his own death from can- 
cer. 

Mr Atkinson died with his 
friend Rob Gauntlett, also 21, 
who was the youngest Briton to 
have climbed Mount Everest 
and was highly regarded in the 
climbing world. The two had 
been to school together. It is yet 
to be established how the acci- 
dent happened. 

Gill Parratt, of Claydon, a 
close friend of the Atkinson 
family was devastated when she 
heard about the tragedy. 

She described Mr Atkinson as 
a ‘lovely boy with a zest for life’. 

She said: ‘James was an 

exceptional young man, very 
warm and full of energy and 
enthusiasm for life.’ 

Mrs Parratt said Mr Atkinson 


had lived in the village from the 
age of three and until he was 
15. She said: ‘He was involved 
in the amateur dramatics 
group, he played cricket here 
and he loved fishing. He cycled 
from John O’ Groats to Land’s 
End with Rob Gauntlett when 
he was 15 and he helped in the 
background team for Rob’s 
Everest trip.’ 

She said Mr Atkinson always 
had an infectious grin on his 
face. ‘He leaves a great big hole 
in the village, he had friends 
from primary school he used to 
visit.’ 

The Revd Pat Freeth, who 
succeeded Peter Atkinson as 
Vicar of Shires’ Edge in 2003, 
said: ‘Everyone who knew 

James knew him as an outgoing 
and personable boy, and we are 
all very upset. 

‘James was well liked and 
remembered here with great 
affection.’ 

Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher said: ‘I was 
very saddened to hear the news. 
Our thoughts and prayers are 
with James's mother Elizabeth 
and his sisters Kate and Harriet 
at this terribly sad time.’ 


IN BRIEF 


Encouraging 

Evangelism 

THE EVANGELISM initiative 
Living Faith: a vision for evan- 
gelism has a new name. The 
project, launched last year with 
a large conference in Oxford, 
will now be called Encouraging 
Evangelism , to avoid confusion 
with the new diocesan vision, 
Living Faith: for the future. 

The Revd Janet Russell, 
parish development adviser for 
Berkshire who leads the initia- 
tive, said: ‘It makes sense for us 
to re-brand ourselves as the 
new Living Faith vision goes 
live. The work itself lives on as 
a core strand within the “mak- 
ing disciples” priority. 
Meanwhile, I'm delighted that 
the Living Faith name lives on.’ 

Children put world 
to rights with CMS 

THE Oxford based Church 
Mission Society has launched a 
nationwide theatre project to raise 
awareness of children’s rights to 
mark the 50-year anniversary of 
the United Nations Declaration of 
the Rights of the Child. 

The World to Rights tour will see 
hundreds of children take over their 
local cathedral to learn about their 
rights as well as their responsibili- 
ties to fight for justice for others. 

‘Fifty years after the Declaration, 
many young people in the world 
still haven’t got a clue what their 
rights are, says Anita Matthews, of 
CMS. 

Children will find out what it was 
like for Victorian British children on 
the streets, working in factories or 
circuses. The tour will also highlight 
the struggles of modern-day street 
children in the Philippines. 

For more information visit 
www.worldtorights.info. 


Open Door at 
Easter 

YOU may have seen our pilot 
Christmas issue of Open Door, a 
new publication designed for 
those on the fringes of the 
church. Open Door is written for 
families and is intended to draw 
people with a loose affiliation to 
the Church closer into the church 
family. 

Thanks to some useful feed- 
back, we are improving on the 
pilot and a new issue will be out 
in time for Easter. We would 
encourage you to give it out 
through your schools, churches 
and local community. 

Open Door comes in bundles 
of 50, is available via your dean- 
ery Door distributor and is 
FREE of charge. Please note 
you need to place an order. To 
find out more, to receive a sam- 
ple copy, or place an order 
please see www.oxford.angli- 
can.org/opendoor or ring 
01865 208225. Last date for 
orders: 2 March 2009. 








A special appeal on behalf 
of homeless young people 


key to 

independence 


sponsor 
a room 


centre 
point 


give homeless 
young people 
a future 


Will you sponsor a room at Centrepoint? 

Your gift of £12 a month - just 40p a day - will help 
a homeless young person get off the streets for good 


Centrepoint is the national 
charity dedicated to transforming 
the lives of homeless young 
people. Today, we are searching 
for individuals who share our 
belief that these young men and 
women should not be ‘written- 
off’ by society but instead 
deserve care, support and a 
second chance. 

Will you sponsor a Centrepoint 
room today and see how your 
gifts offer a young person a 
safe home and the support and 
training they need to make a 
new start? 

A life on the streets can mean 
death on the streets 

Over half the young people we 
see have slept rough, placing 
them in great danger. In some 
cases, it takes just hours for them 
to be approached by drug dealers 
and pimps. Young people we 
work with have seen their friends 
beaten, raped, murdered and die 
of overdoses. 

Young people don’t choose this 
life. Instead, they find themselves 
homeless having fled sexual 
abuse, violence and family 
breakdown. They would rather 
face danger on the streets than 
more pain at home. 

We believe that these young 
people deserve compassion and 
support. Yet they experience 


constant hardship, prejudice and 
abuse. Under these conditions, 
their health, self-respect and 
hopes for the future can be 
quickly destroyed. 

£12 a month gives a vulnerable 
young person a safe room to 
stay in and vital support to 
rebuild their life 

By sponsoring a Centrepoint 
room, you’ll help offer successive 
residents a safe home and the 
support they need to go to 
college, find a job and stay off 
the streets for good. 

HELP NOW 
Call 0800 23 23 20 

Many of the young people we 
see have been through horrific 
ordeals - and desperately need 
intensive counselling. As a 
sponsor, you’ll enable us to help 
young men and women come to 
terms with their experiences. 

On a more basic level, you’ll 
ensure they learn the kind 
of skills many of us take for 
granted, like how to budget, pay 
bills and cook. 

Become a sponsor and see 
exactly how your gifts change a 
young person’s life 

By sponsoring a room with 
Centrepoint, you’ll ensure 
that vulnerable young people 


1 

Could you 


someone s 
ife? 






Right now, a homeless young person desperately needs a sate place to stay. 
Will you sponsor a room at Centrepoint for them? 


To protect the privacy of those we help, a model has been used for the photograph. 

get the chances in life they 
deserve. But you don’t have to 
take our word for it. When you 
become a sponsor, you’ll receive 
twice-yearly updates on the 
young person in your room - 
showing you the difference your 
sponsorship is making. 

Young people urgently need 
your support. Will you sponsor 
a room at Centrepoint? 

Together, we can give homeless 
young people the opportunity 
to get back on their feet. But 
we cannot fund this vital work 
without your support today. So 
please, fill in the form below. 


Your questions answered 


ill-: !;:! 




SiSSSS 


Call 0800 23 23 20, or 
visit www. centrepoint. 
org.uk/door 

Thank you in advance^^HJJB^k 
for your help. • «UsU L 


Visit www.centrepoint.org.uk/door or call 0800 23 23 20 


40p a 
day 


Will you sponsor a Centrepoint room and give a homeless young person a better life? 


□ 1 wish to sponsor a room at £12 a month 

□ I wish to sponsor two rooms at £24 a month 

□ 1 wish to sponsor rooms at £ a month 


Full Name 


Address 


Please collect my payment on the 1st/ 15th of every month 

(please circle preferred date) 


Postcode 


Instruction to your Bank or Building 
Society to pay by Direct Debit 


DIRECT 
Deb i t 


To The Manager: 


Originators Identification No. 


l][T][?]|T][o][T 


Name and full address of your Bank or Building Society: 


.Postcode 


Name(s) of Account Holder(s) 


Bank Sort Code: 
Account Number: 


Instructions to your Bank or Building Society: Please pay Centrepoint Direct Debits from 
the account detailed in this Instruction, subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct 
Debit Guarantee. 1 understand that this instruction may remain with Centrepoint and, if 
so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 


Signature(s). 


Date 


Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account 


Telephone 

CD Please tick this box and complete your details if you would like to receive email 
communications from Centrepoint 

Email 

In accordance with the 1998 Data protection Act, we hold your details to provide you 
with updates and appeals. If you do not wish to receive these please contact Centrepoint. 


3 * 


'■-ftOAd ft 


Under the Government’s Gift Aid 
scheme, all donations made by UK 
tax payers are worth almost a third more. 

CD I am a UK tax payer and would like Centrepoint to claim back the tax on all 
donations 1 have made for the six years prior to this year, and all donations 1 make 
from the date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise. 1 understand that I 
must have paid an amount of income tax or capital gains tax at least equal to the 
tax you reclaim on my donations (at least 28p for each £1 donated). 


Date / 


Please return this form to: 

FREEPOST RLYE-JKGB-AUAE, Centrepoint, 
Central House, 25 Camperdown Street, 
London El 8DZ. Thank you 

Registered Charity No 292411 RAP08YY 


centre 

point 


How often will the residents in 
my room change? 

It may take up to two years before 
a young person is ready to leave 
Centrepoint. We will keep you 
informed on your room’s residents 
through twice-yearly updates. 

Will it be possible to meet the 
young person in the room I am 
sponsoring? 

The safety and privacy of young 
people is our number-one priority so 
we are unable to arrange visits. You 
can send messages for young people 
c/o our Head Office, although we 
can not guarantee a direct response 
from the young person. 

Will I be the only sponsor of 
the room? 

This will depend on how many 
people support this scheme. We 
hope that a number of people will 
sponsor each room. 

Will the young person in my 
sponsored room have my name 
and address? 

No. All correspondence is via our 
Head Office. The young person in 
your room never has your contact 
details and you won’t have theirs. 
This will protect your mutual 
safety and privacy. 

Can I give more than £12 a month? 

We are of course very happy for 
you to give more than £12 a month 
or to sponsor multiple rooms. 
Simply indicate your preference on 
the form. 

What will I receive? 

• A twice-yearly report: keeping 
you in touch with the young 
person’s progress. 

• Website updates: check our 
website to find out the latest 
news at www.centrepoint.org.uk/ 
room-sponsor 

• Help from a dedicated 
Centrepoint Room Sponsorship 
Coordinator: on hand to 
answer your questions and 
correspondence. 

Your regular gift will be used to assist young people in sponsored 
rooms and for the general purposes of Centrepoint - working with 
homeless and socially excluded young people. 
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London calling 


By Jo Duckies 

THE rector of one of the Oxford 
Diocese’s biggest churches will become 
Bishop of Kensington in March. 

The Revd Canon Paul Williams, 
Rector of St James, Gerrards Cross and 
Fulmer, will be moving to London with 
his wife Sarah, and their three sons, 
aged five, eight and nine. 

He said he will miss the people at St 
James, as well as the immediacy of being 
involved day by day in a Gospel centred 
community. But he is looking forward to 
using what he has learnt as a parish 
priest to help churches in Kensington 
fulfil their potential. ‘What energised 
me most at St James was seeing lives 
changed; not just the lives of those who 
have come to faith in Christ, but those 
who have been Christians for a long 
time and have engaged in spiritual 
growth,’ he said. ‘They have been ready 
to be part of a church community that is 
bold and creative in the way it reaches 
out. They have been highly effective in 
establishing a vision for the Kingdom of 
God and using their gifts in creative ways 
together to accomplish that.’ 

In his new role Canon Williams will be 
an Area Bishop whose patch will cover 
Kensington and Chelsea, Chiswick, 
Twickenham, Hampton, Hounslow, 
Stanwell and Staines. The district boasts 
a number of large churches. One of the 
most well known is Holy Trinity 
Brompton, the birthplace of the Alpha 
Course. ‘There are a number of larger 
churches in Kensington and there are 
also smaller ministries that are growing 
around the area and have huge poten- 
tial,’ he said. ‘Kensington reflects 21st 
century London. There are people from 
many different backgrounds, cultures 


and faiths. 

‘There is an energy and creativity 
about London which I am energised by.’ 

He is excited about what is unfolding 
in the Oxford Diocese under the Bishop 
of Oxford, the Rt Revd John Pritchard’s 
leadership. ‘In one sense I’m sad to be 
leaving the diocese when there’s so 
much potential for new mission to flour- 
ish. I’m equally excited that I am going 
to have the opportunity to serve and 
bring some of the things I have been 
learning in a local church setting, to sup- 
port the ministry of churches across the 
Kensington area,’ he says. 

‘One of my passions is to be part of a 
church that isn’t content to sit in the 
margins of national life but to be part of 
a church that is joyful and confident. 

‘There are so many stories out there of 
tensions and divisions and the best side 
of the Church often doesn’t get seen. It 
would be lovely to pray that some of that 
stuff comes out from the margins and is 
seen bringing hope to our nation. 

‘In the midst of our struggles and 
uncertainties there is a breath-taking 
hope in Christ that can transform lives 
and societies. It’s having the confidence, 
joy and humility to bring that out into 
the centre ground of national life in 
every community.’ 

Canon Williams’ hobbies include foot- 
ball, sailing, fell walking and he enjoys 
English choral music. He is a lifelong 
Ipswich Town supporter but admits he 
will be cheering on Fulham, Chelsea 
and Brentford when he moves to 
London. 

Bishop John said: ‘Paul has been a 
brilliant parish priest at Gerrards Cross 
and I’m not at all surprised that London 



has snapped him up to be Bishop of 
Kensington. 

‘He has been measured and passion- 
ate, wise and imaginative, reflective and 
dynamic and the parish has flourished 
under his leadership. We will miss Paul 
greatly but we know that God is using 
Paul’s skills wisely in calling him to this 
demanding ministry. We will be praying 
for Sarah and the boys.’ Mr Williams’ 
last service at St James will take place on 
Sunday, 8 February. He will be conse- 
crated a bishop by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury on Wednesday, 25 March. 


Pen and Pulpit 


A RETIRED priest is put- 
ting together Pen and 
Pulpit, a book of line 
drawings and historical 
information about 

churches in Berkshire 
and the Thames Valley. 

The Revd Peter 
Abrahams former vicar 
of St Thomas’s Church, 
Colnbrook, works from 
a small garden studio, 
producing pen and ink 
drawings of churches, 
inns and places of inter- 
est. 

His work has included 
several memorial com- 
missions and an elabo- 
rate commemoration of 



The Revd Peter Abrahams is pictured at work in his studio 


the Gillwell Park International Scouting Headquarters as part of the 2007 Scout 
Movement’s Centenary Celebrations. 

The Revd Abrahams would be happy to receive commissions from churches who want 
to take part in the Pen and Pulpit Project. 

Anyone interested can contact him on 01 18 9893072 or email 
Frpeterabrahamsrtd@msn.com. 


AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION. NON FICTION, 
BIOGRAPHY/MEMOIR, HISTORICAL, 
POETRY. SPIRITUAL’SEIF-HEIP, 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE. 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 

tnfo@athenapress.com 


Jk FREE SPECIALIST 
IP* CATALOGUE 

* AVAILABLE 

National 
Fruit 
^Specialists 

Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 (8ft) and many on M27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 

Send for latest 
Catalogue loads of offers 

DEACONS NURSERY 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 
or visit our website 
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 


COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP 8i UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



To Advertise Call: 
01752 225623 



^ MEDIA 
STRAINING 


ARE YOU A VOICE FOR YOUR GENERATION? 
PASSIONATE ABOUT GOD AND SENSE 
A CALL TO SERVE HIM IN MEDIA? 

THEN JOIN US AT THE ALL NEW CROSS RHYTHMS MEDIA TRAINING COMMUNITY 

After 25 years pioneering. Cross Rhythms, 
a highly respected UK media ministry, is 
now looking to impart to a younger 
generation the skills and experience 
gained. 

Learn from some truly awesome 
leaders and speakers from around 
the world. Receive loads of in depth 
media training and skills. Plus get 
involved in the live FM radio 
station working environment of 
the Cross Rhythms ministry! 

This 1 2 week course costs 
only £1 950 including daily 
accomodation, transpor- 
tation and food costs. You 
must be at least 1 6. The 
course runs three times in 
2009. 

PLUS, live in Berks, Bucks 
or Oxon? Bursaries are 
now available to cover 
60 % of this cost for you! 

For more information 
and to apply go to 
www.crossrhythms.co.uk/ 
mediatrainingcommunity 

mm. 
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Spotlight on... 


LICENSED LAY MINISTERS 

A licence to preach 

Every year more people train to join the Church of England’s 1 0,000 ‘Lay Readers’ (known in 
the Oxford Diocese as Licensed Lay Ministers). Here the Door takes a look at how these 
dedicated Christians serve their local churches and why they do it. 


Life Stories are Our (Business! 

Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing a few 
quality illustrated 
copies for family 
and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 

Contact Sally Gray at 67 Conway Close, 
Houghton Regis, Beds LU5 5SB 
Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 



Vacancies and 
Appointments 


ORGANIST AND 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

required at 

St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, Beds, 
(between Dunstable and Leighton 
Buzzard) 

One Sunday service 
RSCM choir of 20+; 

1991 2-manual pipe organ; 
small instrumental (youth) ensemble. 

Present salary £3,000 p.a. 
Further details from 
Canon Malcolm Grant 
II High Street, Eaton Bray, 
Dunstable LU6 2DN 
(01525-220261; 
vicar_eatonbray@tiscali.co.uk) 
or visit web-site: 
www.stmaryseatonbray.org.uk 

Applications by Monday, 23 
February, 2009 


Why do people become licensed lay 
ministers? 

Some start with a passion for sharing 
the Christian message and teaching the 
Bible. Some have been very involved in 
helping to lead groups in their local 
church or have a gift for pastoral care 
and nurturing others and want to devel- 
op their ministry further. All have a 
readiness to undertake leadership with- 
in the local church. 

What do they do? 

In many churches in the diocese you’ll 
find Lay Ministers who bring their expe- 
rience of life, their work or their 
involvement in the community to their 
ministry in the local church. They 


The latest recruits to the 
LLMs who work in the 
Oxford Diocese were 
licensed by Bishop of 
Buckingham, The Rt Revd 
Alan Wilson, at Oxford’s 
Christ Church Cathedral in 
November. Here they 
introduce themselves and 
their work. 


Lyn Gooch 

I live in Bourne 
End in 

Buckinghamshire 
and will be serving 
the two churches 
in the Parish, St 
Nicholas, Hedsor 
and St Mark’s, 

Bourne End. I am 
married with a 12 year old daughter 
which keeps me busy and I also work 
part-time as a Solicitor. I see my min- 
istry as being not only a preaching and 
teaching ministry within the church but 
through my ministry at work, being a 
bridge between the Church and society. 
I hope that my ministry will enable 
many to become aware of God’s work 
in their lives and what it means to be a 
Christian in our increasingly secular 
and broken society. 


preach regularly and share in leading 
worship; they use their theological edu- 
cation to teach adults and children; 
they offer pastoral care; they encourage 
other church members to develop their 
Christian life and service. Some are also 
undertaking fresh ways of helping their 
local church reach out into the commu- 
nity. 

How do they train? 

Once they have been recommended for 
training most people spend about three 
years part-time learning on the local 
ministry course and in their local 
church. They cover topics such as pas- 
toral care, Bible knowledge, church his- 
tory, Christian doctrine and training in 


Sam Mortimer 

My name is Sam 
Mortimer and I 
head up the 
Leadership Team 
of All Saints, 
which is a Church 
plant in the Parish 
of Warfield. I am 
married with 
three children 
and work full time for 3M as a 
Business Development Manager. We 
feel God’s vision for All Saints is to 
make disciples of all members and to 
grow his Kingdom through encoun- 
ters with the people they live along- 
side. 


Richard Croft 

I am Richard 
Croft and I serve 
at the parish of 
St John’s and St 
Stephen’s in 
Reading. I and 
my wife 
Rosemary are 
both local GPs, and we have two chil- 
dren who are in the process of 
spreading their wings, one still at uni- 
versity and the other just having 
graduated. I am involved in preach- 
ing and leading services, leading a 
home group and helping with an 
older teenagers’ group called 
Elements. I see my ministry continu- 
ing to develop along those lines. 


preaching. Some who have previous 
training may be licensed much more 
quickly. 

By Sheila Lloyd, who last month 
replaced the Revd Joanna Coney as the 
Oxford Diocesan Advisor for LLMs. 

Mrs Lloyd is a lay reader in the Diocese 
of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich and has 
written and rim Bible Alive courses for 
lay people. 



To find out more about Licensed Lay 
Ministry log on to 

www.oxford.anglican.org/ministry/ 

or call Church House on 01 865 
208200 


Ruth Chattel] 

I am married to 
David, a curate 
in the Benefice 
of Bradfield, 

Bucklebury and 
Stanford 
Dingley which 
is where I will 
be serving. I 
have three young children and when 
possible enjoy teaching in the local 
primary school. I particularly enjoy 
the challenges and necessary creativi- 
ty required of All Age services as well 
as running women’s breakfasts. I am 
also passionate about mission and 
creating opportunities for connecting 
spiritually with those who are open to 
the Gospel. 


David Robinson 

I was born the 
eldest of six chil- 
dren in Ilford, 

Essex. I left 
school at 15 and 
after working for 
five years joined 
the Metropolitan 
Police. After 
31 years I moved into the private secu- 
rity sector. I am employed as a 
Regional Security Manager at 
Heathrow airport. I have four chil- 
dren, two in their thirties and 1 1-year- 
old twins, and two grand children. I 
have been a lay preacher for nearly as 
long as I have been a Christian and 
feel privileged to be part of St Mary’s 
Amersham. I will seek to serve in any 
way that I can. I am grateful to God 
for the support and encouragement 
that many have given me during my 
LLM training. 



Introducing... 
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About 35 per cent of adult church members 
in Britain are single. Some see singleness as 
a great gift while others yearn for a partner. 
As St Valentine’s Day approaches, the Door 
explores Christian attitudes to singleness. 


Single minded Christians 


IS SINGLE second best? Certainly not, says 
one 44-year-old clergywoman. from this dio- 
cese. ‘I have spent my last 20 years trying to 
tell people I am happy as I am and not long- 
ing to find Mr Right,’ she says. 

‘Being happily single is the most freeing 
thing about my life. It has enabled me to 
dedicate all my time and talents to serving 
God. 

‘I decided in my 20s that God’s will for 
me may not be marriage, or being a parent, 
and once I gave up the yearning, for some- 
thing which may not be the right path for 
me, I have seen my life fulfilled beyond my 
wildest dreams.’ 

Nor is she lonely, she says. ‘My life is 
enriched by friendships, some married and 
others single like me. I know a good many 
married people are far unhappier. 

‘I may sometimes struggle alone with 
tasks that married people can share, but I 
am never lonely. 

‘I see Christ and His Church as my 
friends and can give all of myself generous- 
ly back to them in return.’ 

Nonetheless, churches often put a lot of 
effort into working with ‘families’, some- 
times at the expense of those who are single, 
says the Revd Tony Lynn, team vicar in the 
Hermitage benefice, and single himself. 


‘One Sunday during a baptism, I was 
moving with the baby from the font and 
everyone was smiling and looking jolly. 

‘I said to one of my parishioners “Let’s all 
go back to your place after the service.” 

‘It was a flippant remark, because she had 
just taken over the village pub. She told me 
she had a lovely roast joint in the oven.’ 
Afterwards he couldn’t stop thinking 
about that roast - because single people 
rarely buy or cook a whole joint of meat. 
‘The idea of doing something for single 
people and the village pub coalesced and I 
invited various single people to meet for 
Sunday lunch,’ he says. 

The group now has 13 or 14 regulars 
drawn from across the benefice, and is based 
on sharing food and company on an ad-hoc 
basis. 

‘As a Church we do a huge amount to cel- 
ebrate families, but there are those who 
don’t have a family for numerous reasons. It 
is good for us to be able to gather together 
to share each other’s company,’ he says. 

‘We say Grace at the beginning of the 
meal and then the discussion is general con- 
versation. Whether we will ever move 
beyond that I don’t know. But when I say 
“Shall we do another lunch?” the response is 
always “Ooh, yes”. ’ 




PEOPLE are always shocked when I say I do 
internet dating, but I’m not ashamed of it. 

It’s got a lot going for it; you can tell within 
minutes whether you fancy someone and if you are 
have anything in common with them. 

The Church generally isn’t bursting with men and 
ones that are about tend to be a bit backward 
in coming forward. I’m a bubbly, confident, busy lid 
of a person and from the outside can be perceived 
as not needing a relationship, which is ridiculous. 

a buffoon when it comes to guys; if I find 
I like I will ignore them or talk too much 
d put them off. If it gets to the dating stage I’d 
get all worked up about it. Internet dating is a 
perfect way of navigating these obstacles and 
testing the water without disrupting my mainly 
happy, busy life. 

The next dilemma was how to present myself 
honestly, realistically and interestingly. My profile 
took months of refinement. I read other profiles, 
literally borrowing a bit here and there. I soon 
realised that the guys all presented themselves with 
a full length photo and changed my face only close 
up to one of me mucking out a barn which sparked conversation. I got a reasonable number 
of emails from potential suitors. Once through the initial screening I decided to get a more 
well rounded view of the suitors by inviting them to become my Facebook friend. 

I did get to the point where I flagged and lost my energy for it. But I learnt a lot about 
myself, some more about the opposite sex and the fear and anxiety about ‘dating’ no longer 
exists. I have decided to take a break and get on with enjoying my life but I think I’ll have 
another go. 


e farm. Pic by Aimee Payton 


Singleton, A1 Bell, 34, of St Aldates, 

describes her adventures dating 


A biblical view 

By Vaughan Roberts, Rector of St Ebbes, Oxford 

What does the Bible say to people? 

1. Singleness is a gift from God 

So much in our society is structured 
around couples. It is often assumed that 
adults will have a partner and that there is 
something odd about them if they do not 
for any period of time. Oscar Wilde 
summed up the view of many: ‘Celibacy is 
the only known sexual perversion.” There 
is nothing new in this negative view of 
celibacy. Rabbi Eleazar said in the first 
century: ‘Any man who has no wife is no 
proper man.’ The Talmud went even fur- 
ther: ‘The man who is not married at 20 is 
living in sin.’ Given that background, it is 
astonishing how positive the New 
Testament is about singleness. Paul 
speaks of it as a ‘gift’ ( 1 Cor 7:7) and Jesus 
says that it is good ‘for those to whom it 
has been given’ (Mt 19:11). 

A friend of mine once belonged to a 
church young adults’ group named ‘Pairs 
and Spares’. 

Single people can be made to feel like 
spare parts. We must resist the implica- 
tion that singleness is second best: the 
Bible does not think so. Marriage is good, 
but so is singleness: it has been ‘given’ to 
some. But what if I do not think that I 
have the ‘gift’ of singleness? 


I do not find it easy being on my own and 
I long to marry; am I experiencing sec- 
ond best? The answer is ‘No’. When Paul 
speaks of singleness as a gift he is not 
speaking about a particular ability that 
some people have to be contentedly sin- 
gle. He is rather speaking of the state of 
being single. For as long as you have it, 
that is a gift from God, just as marriage is 
God’s gift if you receive it. 

2. Singleness has advantages 
Paul mentions two advantages of single- 
ness in 1 Corinthians 7. Single people are 
spared the ‘troubles’ of marriage. There 
are many blessings but there are difficul- 
ties too. Christian couples do not often 
talk openly about the hard things they 
face, which can give those who are single 
a rose-tinted view of marriage. 

Even when a relationship is good, life is 
more complicated for those who are mar- 
ried. There is more than one person to 
consider in decisions about use of time, 
accommodation, holidays, and even the 
daily menu. Children bring great pleas- 
ure, and plenty of anxiety as well. 
Marriage does bring ‘many troubles in 
this life’ and, says Paul, ‘I want to spare 
you this’ (v.28) . 

A very important part of the Christian 
responsibility of men and women who are 
married is to care for their spouse and 
children. 

That should take time: time that can not 
therefore be spent in witnessing to 


people, helping out on a camp, doing the 
church finances or helping to lead a Bible 
study. Single people have more time to 
give to such things. A few consciously 
choose to stay single, devoting themselves 
to Christian work. Most single people 
have not chosen singleness in that way 
and yet they have just the same advan- 
tages. We should all make the most of the 
advantages of God’s gift of singleness 
while we have it. 

3. Singleness is hard 

When God saw Adam on his own in the 
Garden of Eden he said: ‘It is not good 
for man to be alone. I will make a helper 
suitable for him’ (Gen 2:18). So Eve was 
created to meet Adam’s need for com- 
panionship. Although the New Testament 
is positive about singleness, there is no 
doubt that marriage is regarded as the 
norm. It is God’s loving gift to humanity 
and is the chief context in which our 
desire for intimacy is met. Single people 
are therefore likely to struggle with lone- 
liness and sexual temptation. Those strug- 
gles are certainly not exclusive to the 
unmarried but are very much a part of 
the single condition. Some will seek to 
lessen them by getting married. Others 
will choose not to marry or will feel 
unable to because of their circumstances, 
personality or sexual orientation. They 
may face a lifelong battle with loneliness 
and sexual temptation. The more lonely 
we are, the more likely we are to struggle 


with romantic and sexual fantasy and fall 
into sin. We need to be proactive in help- 
ing ourselves in these areas. We are not 
designed to be on our own and, if we are 
not to be married, we should seek to satis- 
fy our need for intimacy in other relation- 
ships. That means taking the initiative in 
keeping in close contact with friends and 
family. We must be self-disciplined in 
‘fleeing from sexual immorality.’ (I Cor 
6:18). 

4: Singleness is not permanent 

No Christian is single forever. Human 
marriage is a reflection of the marriage 
God wants to enjoy with his people forev- 
er. The Bible speaks of Jesus as the bride- 
groom who will one day return to take his 
bride, the church, to be with him in the 
perfect new creation. On that day all pain 
will disappear, including the pain of a dif- 
ficult marriage or singleness. A great 
shout will be heard: ‘Let us rejoice and be 
glad and give him glory! For the wedding 
of the lamb has come, and his bride has 
made herself ready,’ (Rev 7:17; 19:7). We 
can already experience something of that 
intimate marriage with Christ on earth by 
the work of the Spirit in our lives. Human 
relationships matter, but none is nearly as 
important as our eternal relationship with 
Christ. 


ONLINE 


To read an unabridged version visit: 
www.oxford.anglican.org/the-door/ 



Advertising feature 


8 


IheDoor FEBRUARY 2009 


Education feature 


Choosing a school 


New Summer School in 
Biblical Studies focuses on 
The Bible in the Modern World’ 


The Bible is without doubt, 
one of the most influential 
collections of texts in our 
world today. A source of 
inspiration and strength for 
many, it has also been, and 
continues to be the cause of 
much tension and anger. 

This inaugural Summer 
School in Biblical Studies 
invites participants to reflect 
on the many roles of the 
Bible in the Modern World 
today, so as to encourage 
creative engagement with its 
texts in ways which innovate 
and cultivate good practice in 
the varied fields of teaching and ministry. 

The School takes place from 6-17 July 2009 and the programme incorporates 
lectures and workshops given by leading scholars; guided excursions; films; music; 
art; worship; Bible study; and a Gala Dinner. Speakers include Professors Keith 
Ward, John Rogerson, John Barton, Christopher Rowland, Paula Gooder, Mark 
Chapman and Martyn Percy and there are excursions to Salisbury Cathedral, 
Winchester Cathedral, the British Museum and the Bodleian Library in Oxford. 

Accommodation and full board are provided in the inspiring location of Ripon 
College Cuddesdon, the leading Anglican theological college founded over 150 
years ago by Bishop Samuel Wilberforce and located 5 miles from Oxford. 

Further information is available at www.rcc.ac.uk or 01865 874404. 



Advertising Feature 

From Nursery to A Level - Nurture and Excellence 


Choosing a school for your son or daughter is 
one of the most difficult choices you may have 
to make. You find a Nursery you really like, but 
as soon as you're settled need to choose a pri- 
mary school. At Our Lady’s Abingdon we help 
you by providing an education for both girls and 
boys from Nursery right through to “A” Level. 

Our Early Years staff provide a welcoming envi- 
ronment for you and your little ones to ensure 
everyone feels included, secure and valued thus 
making a positive and enthusiastic contribution 
to your child’s early development. 


Pupils achieve excellent academic results, and 
are also able to find an expression for creative 
talents and discover that education is not just 
confined to the classroom. 

If you feel your son or daughter would also enjoy 
the experience of OLA please telephone 01235 
523147/524658 

Registered for Early Years Funding. 

Scholarships and Bursaries scheme. 



ABINGDON/ 

From Nursery to Sixth Fori 


inior bcnool Open Morning 

Thursday 5 March 9.00-11.30 am. 


Please contact us if you would like more details 


Deciding on a school for your children is a tremendously 
important choice. In many cases a child’s primary and sec- 
ondary education can have repercussions throughout life. 
With growing concerns surrounding much of education in 
Britain today, it should come as little surprise that Christian 
schools maintain their popularity with parents, providing a 
strong spiritual and moral basis in all that they do. The more 
disciplined style of education seems to bear fruit and their 
academic results continue to impress and in many cases 
improve. 

Roman Catholic schools continue to be popular and are 
approached by parents from across the denominations, as 
well as other faiths, who wish to ensure that their children 
can enjoy a start to life based on a firm foundation. 


The way in which we view education has changed consider- 
ably over the years with an increasing emphasis being 
placed on ‘Lifelong Learning’ for people of all ages and abili- 
ties. 

Christians can take part in this process through courses at 
universities and colleges or through one of the increasing 
number of distance learning courses, which can be studied 
for at home as well as part-time and short break courses. 

There are many colleges, which offer the subject of Theology 
through distance learning, and is ideal for students with com- 
mitments, which stop them, being involved in full time educa- 
tion. For some, Distance Learning offers the opportunity to 
take a specialist subject to a new level. 


Faith based Schools, therefore, often have waiting lists or 
entrance examinations to help them maintain their standards 
of excellence, or offer open days for parents and prospective 
pupils to look around at what is on offer. The early months of 
the year often have entrance examinations or open days for 
the following September's intake. 

It’s a very similar story with further education and whilst most 
students will have already decided on a University or College 
to attend from the autumn semester, some will still be look- 
ing for a course and others will start planning for next year. 

A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken in deciding 
what path to follow, even when inherent talents seem to 
make the choice a little more obvious. For younger 
Christians the path may have already been discussed when 
choosing subjects for A levels but for many older Christians 
starting a course could well be a part of a change in life’s 
direction. 

There’s also the choice of college. For many, some time 
away from home at University can be a time of self-discovery 
and growing, although others may well prefer somewhere 
closer to home. This can be due to the commitments such 
as family responsibilities or commitments to the local church 
or other organisations. Travelling times are also quicker a 
boon for most students. 

For all the challenge of full time study should prove to be 
rewarding and fulfilling. 

# Other ways of learning 



Riverside School 


Prague 

Riverside is an Independent 
International School 
For Children Aged 3-18 Years 

Staffed by a dedicated UK and US Team 
Fully Equipped with British National Curriculum 
and American Teaching Resources 
Educational Excellence within Small Classes 
A Caring Family School Community 

We are seeking to recruit teachers who are 
committed Christians for September 2009 

Further information and applications to: 
Peter Daish, Director 
Tel (420) 22431 5336 
Fax (420) 22432 5765 
director@riversideschool.cz 
www.riversideschool.cz 

Roztocka 9, Sedlec, 160 00 Prague 6 
Czech Republic 

A Member of 

The Independent Schools Christian Alliance 
and the European Council of 
International Schools 


VOICE TRIALS 

FOR 


CHRIST CHURCH 
CATHEDRAL CHORISTERS 

Spring 2009 



Does your son enjoy 
singing and have what 
it takes to become a 
cathedral chorister? Why 
not come and see us at 
the Cathedral School to 
find out more: we can 
arrange an audition with 
Dr Stephen Darlington, 
the Cathedral Organist, 
and you can discover 
what the chorister life is 
like. Generous bursaries 
are available and the 
educational and musical 
opportunities available are 
second to none. 


Please contact Miss Diane Price,Admissions’ Secretary 
0 1 865 24256 1 registrar@cccs.org.uk 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 
3 BREWER STREET, OXFORD 0X1 IQW 
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Feature 


The revelation of evolution 


This year will be known by 
many as Darwin year. 

It is the bicentenary of his 
birth and 1 50 years since the 
publication of his greatest 
work, On the Origin of the 
Species , writes Keith Ward. 

British two pound coin 
(pictured below) will com- 
memorate these facts by 
having a head of Darwin 
J m facing the head of an ape 
on its face. There will be conferences 
and books by the dozen. So what atti- 
tude should the Church take to all this? 

In September 2008 the Church of 
England’s Director of Mission and 
Public Affairs issued an apology on 
behalf of the Church for having misun- 
derstood Darwin in the past. However, 
many Anglican clergy had received 
Darwin’s theory without consternation, 
and most of the opposition to Darwin 
came from scientists like Richard 
Owen, who were not con- 
vinced by the evidence 
available at that time. 

Scientific opposi- 
tion has virtually 
ceased, and the 
vast majority of 
scientists accept 
the evolution of 
all life, includ- 
ing humans, 
from a common 
ancestor as a fact. 

The evidence has 
become overwhelm- 
ing. Is there any reason 
for Christians not to 
accept it? 

There should be no problem with 
biological evolution. After all, each of 
us began as one cell, which multiplied 
and evolved through various stages 



‘We can then , celebrate 
Darwin with a confident 
affirmation of Christian 
faith. ’ 


until we became human in form, and 
began to think and feel. 

If God wishes us gradually to grow 
into human form through a long 
process of development, either in the 
womb or over millions of years of 
preparation on earth, so be it! 


Indeed the Genesis creation story, 
with its six ‘days’ or periods of progres- 
sive creation, looks remarkably like a 
sort of evolution - first, the formation 
of photons (light) soon after the Big 
Bang; then the formation of an oxygen- 
rich atmosphere (the sky) on earth; 
then plant life; fourthly, the visible 
appearing from the earth’s surface of 
sun, moon, and stars; fifthly, the 
dinosaurs (sea monsters and birds); 
and, on the sixth ‘day’, mammals, and 
among them humans with the responsi- 
bility to care for and rule the earth 
( mammals made ‘in the image of 
God’). 

Genesis tells this story with symbols 
and metaphors - the stars are not liter- 
ally ‘lamps hung from the sky’, the 
earth is not a flat disc floating on water, 
and a day is not 24 hours, which would 
make no sense without the sun. The 
text of Genesis cannot be taken 
absolutely literally, and so it is a ques- 
tion of how you interpret the symbol- 
ism. The main points, by contrast with 
the Babylonian accounts that are in 

many ways so similar, seem to 
be that God is the creator 
of all these things, and 
that God creates 
successively, rather 
than ‘all at 
once’. 

So there 
should be no 
jjPjj problems with 
an evolutionary 
f account of 
God’s creation. 
But some follow- 
ers of Darwin, who 
uphold what is 
called the ‘neo- 
Darwinian synthesis’, insist 
that the mutations which cause 
organisms to vary in form are purely 
random, and that the selection of some 
organisms for survival is purely ‘natural’ 
that is, accidental or purposeless. This 
does create problems for Christians, 
who believe that God guides evolution 
purposefully towards the creation of 
intelligent agents. 

Daiwin himself did not have a consis- 
tent position on these matters, but 
many of his supporters, like Asa Gray, 
argued that the facts of mutation and 
natural selection (what Darwin called 
‘descent with modification’) were total- 
ly consistent with there being a Divine 
purpose which would ensure that intel- 
ligent beings would be generated by the 
evolutionary process. 

This view is often called ‘theistic evo- 
lution’, and it is one Christians might 



well support. The Catholic scientist 
Teilhard de Chardin provides a wonder- 
ful and poetic account of how an evolu- 
tionary universe can express God’s pur- 

‘...we are only at the 
beginnings of understand- 
ing the mechanisms of evo- 
lution and no one should 
pretend that we know 
exactly how it all works. ’ 


pose gradually to unite the whole mate- 
rial universe to the divine being - ‘ to 
gather up all things in Christy things in 
heaven and things on earth ’ (Ephesians 1, 
10 ). 

The Anglican theologian Frederick. 

R. Tennant had a similar view, showing 
how it emphasises the unity of human 
beings with the whole physical creation, 
and the destiny of matter itself to 
become a sacrament of the divine pres- 
ence, in the fullness of time. There are 
some well-known atheistic neo- 
Darwinians. But we should not be 
deluded into thinking that they either 
represent Darwin’s own views or that 

Charles Darwin: the facts 


they are entailed by the theory of 
evolution. 

Scientifically speaking, we are only at 
the beginning of understanding the 
mechanisms of evolution, and no-one 
should pretend that we know exactly 
how it all works. Religiously speaking, 
the idea of the gradual divinisation of 
matter expresses well the incarnation of 
God in matter, and God’s intention to 
include all things in Christ. We can, 
then, celebrate Darwin year with a con- 
fident affirmation of Christian faith. 

The Revd Professor Keith Ward is 
Gresham Professor of divinity. He will be 
joined by the Revd Dr Martyn Percy, 
Principal of Ripon College, Cuddesdon 
and Dr Andrew Gosler for Churches 
Celebrate Darwin, a day conference on 
Saturday, February 7 at St James Church, 
Cowley. The booking fee of £7 includes 
soup and roll lunch, tea & coffee. Call: 
01865 762931 or email 
hthq@btinternet.com for more details. 

A series of public lectures began in 
January at the Oxford Centre for 
Christianity and Culture to mark the 
1 50th anniversary of the publication of 
On the Origin of the Species. Details will 
be published in Doorpost each month. 

The Royal £2 Coin will be launched with 
a presentation folder containing biogra- 
phical details of Darwin and reproduc- 
tions of his line drawings. 


Charles Darwin was born on 12 February, 1809 in Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 

He initially planned to follow a medical career but when he neglected his studies his 
father sent him to Cambridge to study theology and become an Anglican clergyman. 

He became established as a scientist on a five year voyage on HMS Beagle. 

The breakthrough in his theories came on the Galapagos Islands, where he realised 
that each island had a similar but different species of finch. 

He played a leading part in his parish church until 1849, when he began going for a 
walk on Sundays while his family attended services. 

He was never an atheist but in his later life described himself as agnostic. 

He died on 19 April, 1882 and is buried in Westminster Abbey. 
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" What an innovative and 
creative magazine. New, 
fresh and insightful... 

I recommend it 
unreservedly. " J. JOH N 


• Please send me my free copy of 
; SORTED. I understand there is no 
! obligation to subscribe in future. 

! NAME 

S ADDRESS 

t 


POST CODE 

Send this coupon to: SORTED, 
PO Box 3070, Littlehampton, 
West Sussex BN17 6WX 


Launched less than 18 months 


ago SORTED magazine is growing 
rapidly in popularity. 

The magazine looks at success, 
faith, finance, fitness, passion and 
purity, motoring, movies, tons of 
football and other sports, good 
books, DVD's, addictions, 
accountability, mentoring and 
encouraging each other. 

Enough? Not quite, because 
SORTED also has a Gadgets 
expert and a motoring 
correspondent as well as a 
'60 Second Life Coach' and 
a 'Sex Doc'. 

Sorted is a 56 page A4 glossy 
bi-monthly, retailing at £2.50 an 
issue and you can now obtain a 
free copy to help you get 
SORTED. Simply fill in the coupon 
below and send it to the address 
shown and you will be sent your 
FREE copy. 


The UK’s only 
Christian 
magazine 
for men 


e carried the hopes of 
God. This is how he had 
come to see it - search- 
ing the scriptures, suck- 
ing the marrow of wis- 
dom from the very bones of his faith. 

That God had spent everything to try 
and create community with his 
beloved; that is, with us, this sophisti- 
cated ape that struts on its hind legs 
and has dominion over all the world as 
if he or she were a god, and yet, frail 
and fallen, a creature not a creator, still 
bearing God’s image. 

God had spent everything - through 


And with this he carried 


all the wild and lovely 
hopes of God. He carried 
the possibility of a new 
temple , and a new con- 
venant. ’ 


covenants, through prophets - every- 
thing except himself. And now, when 
all was exhausted except for the love 
from which this world was made and 
which still ached to include within the 
circle of love that beloved humanity 
which bore God’s mark, there was only 
one way left: to communicate love in 
the only language that human beings 
really understand, the language of a 
human life. 

And it was in his life and in his death 
that this new covenant would be spo- 
ken. 

‘ This is my servant . . . whom I uphold 

This is my son , the beloved, listen to him 

J 

These were words from the Father 
that he carried to sustain him: the belief 
and the conviction that God was at work 
in him reconciling the world to himself. 
And he carried the knowledge that this 
vocation had not arrived in his lap fully 
formed, but had been worked out and 
fought against over many years - nearly 
thirty. 

And now it was no longer about what 
he said - though there were still so 
many things he longed to say. Nor could 
it simply be the signs and wonders he 
performed, though he longed to bring 
comfort and healing to the confusion 
and pain that he encountered every- 
where and in every human heart. 

Now it was just about what he did: 
about carrying this body to this cross on 
this Friday afternoon and submitting to 
the malevolence and the odium that 
would be inflicted upon him. 

When he had first begun his min- 
istry, John the baptizer had said of him, 
‘Look, there is the Lamb of God.’ 


These words had hit him hard and he 
carried them with him. And now he 
realised what they meant. He saw it all 
in painful detail. God was at last making 
good his promise to Abraham. A lamb 
for the slaughter was being provided. 
All he had to do now was be that slaugh- 
tered lamb whose shed blood saves. 
And as his forebears had painted the 
blood of the Passover lamb on the lin- 
tels of their doors to ward off approach- 
ing death, so his blood poured out on 
the lintel of this wood - this door 
between life and death - would save. 

And then there would be no more 
goats or pigeons sliced open; no more 
entrails burnt; no more the terrifying 
grip of death upon everything and the 
endless pleading for mercy from a god 
made in our own image; pressed into 
the selfsame straitjacket of anxiety that 
we are cursed with. (Knowing our 
nakedness, we could never find enough 
clothes to wear.) 

Now there would be no need for any 
more blood to be spilled. Oh yes, we 
would spill blood. We like nothing 
more. But there would never be any 
need again. Nor would anyone ever be 
pressed into knowing it. 

This last sacrifice would really be the 
end of all of that. (And seeing into the 
future, carrying all that was to come, he 
saw for one horrifying moment the elab- 
orate intricacies of how we would butch- 
er the world in the name of this carpen- 
ter. How we would dedicate walls in 
honour of the man who came to break 
them down.) 

‘ There would be no more 
barriers protecting God's 
presence and keeping us 
out. ’ 

But now, carrying himself into the 
inner sanctum, he saw it clearly: it 
would no longer be necessary for priests 
to go into the temple year by year to 
plead to God on humanity’s behalf. 
There would be no more barriers pro- 
tecting God’s presence and keeping us 
out. No more systems deciding who has 
favour with God and who does not. This 
blood will be shed for all. It will be the 
end of it. 

He carries to the cross every person 
and every person’s death. For now every 
person’s death will be the only entrance 
qualification required. There won’t be 
any other rules. 

There will be only him: nailed down 
and lifted up and shining a light 
through the darkness of death to a ban- 
quet where the least and the lost are 


ushered to the finest seats. 

And with this he carried all the wild 
and lovely hopes of God. He carried the 
possibility of a new temple, and a new 
covenant and a new relationship. 

And he carried a new 
commandment that could 
be seen in that reciprocity 
of love that grew around 
that table - we should Ivoe 
one another with the same 
love that we see in him. 

And beyond death, and beyond the 
rest that is beyond death, he saw a new 
creation, a new heaven and a new earth. 
It was as if he were carrying a great table 
into the banqueting room itself. And 
planting it in the centre of the room, 
and pulling out leaf after leaf till it grew 
and spread. 

And now placing chairs around the 
table. Chair after chair, place after 
place. A vast multitude of places and 
every one known. 

There was no anonymity here. Each 
was separate - a set place for everyone - 
and each was connected; round and 
round the table they would sit, each 
honoured, each reaching out to serve. 
Can you conceive it? Every person car- 
ried, and every person’s death? His 
heart would break from it. Our minds 
will reel from it. 

Our common sense will deny it, but 
while there is the scrap of possibility 
that I might find a bit more love in my 
own feeble heart then surely his heart, 
fashioned by the heart of God, still beat- 
ing, can accommodate. 

And he carried a new command- 
ment, a new commandment that could 
be seen in that reciprocity of love that 
grew around the table - we should love 
one another with the same love that we 
see in him. We should expand the 
dimensions of our hearts. We should let 
them be filled. 

This is an edited extract from The 
Things He Carried. A journey to the Cross: 
meditations for Lent and Holy Week by 
Stephen Cottrell (ISBN 978-0-281- 
06080-1). Reproduced with permission 
of SPCK. 

Bishop Stephen will be signing copies 
of the book at St Nicholas Church Hall, 
Newbury at 8pm on Tuesday, 3 
February and at Mostly Books, Stert 
Street, Abingdon, on Ash Wednesday, 25 
February between 5pm and 6.30pm. 
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nd in the frying pan? Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell flips pancake. Picture, KT Bruce 


days to Jerusalem , or turn off the lights to make a difference 


ou be following a traditional fast of 
e, alcohol, or whatever other luxury 
ou can live without for 40 days? 

1 you be taking part in Christian Aid’s 
pilgrimage’ to Jerusalem or 
d’s Carbon Fast when Lent starts on 
lary. 

rtual pilgrimage will see thousands of 
taking time out each day to watch 
videos, podcasts, photo galleries, 
and stories which will bring the Holy 
ive on-line. It will take in Jerusalem, 
em and Nazareth - places we are 
with from the Bible and from the the 


nts 

' unsalted butter 
i light muscavado sugar 
i pecan nuts 

airtrade pineapple cut into slices 
ripe Fairtrade bananas 
iark rum or Malibu 
i Fairtrade raisins 
pancakes 
>z plain flour 
salt 

/2 pint milk 
er oil, for frying 
gar, to dust 
ream, to serve 


conflict we hear about on the news. It will 
include places where Jesus preached and give 
pilgrims the chance to hear the stories of 
local Christians, Jews and Muslims and help 
them understand how the conflict touches 
their lives. It will highlight how hard many 
people are working for peace. 

And thousands of others are expected to 
turn off the lights and walk instead of drive, as 
part of the Carbon Fast, which was launched 
for the first time in 2008. 

Each day participants are asked to complete 
a simple, energy saving action. 

Last year these included snubbing plastic 


Method 

To make the pancakes, sift the flour and salt 
into a bowl and make a well in the centre. 
Add the egg and whisk well with a balloon 
whisk. Gradually beat in the milk to make a 
smooth batter. Cover and leave to stand for 
20 minutes if time allows. Heat a large frying 
pan and brush with a little of the oil. Pour in 
just enough batter to thinly coat the base of 
the pan. Cook for 1 minute until golden 
brown. Turn or toss and cook for another 30 
seconds or so until golden. Layer up the 
cooked pancakes between squares of 
greased paper and keep warm while cooking 
the remainder. 

Place the butter and sugar in a large frying 
pan, stirring until well combined. Add the 


bags, giving the dishwasher a day off, insulat- 
ing the hot water tank or checking the house 
for draughts with a ribbon or buying draught 
excluders. 

Last year the Fast included replacing a miss- 
ing light bulb with an energy saving bulb, a 
move that can save 60kg of carbon dioxide 
per year and save up to £60. 


ONLINE 


For more information visit 

www.christianaid.org.uk/pilgrimage 

www.tearfund.org.uk 


pecan nuts and saut6 for 2-3 minutes or until 
the sugar has dissolved. Cut each pineapple 
slice into quarters and cut the bananas into 
thick slices on the diagonal. Add to the pan, 
tossing to coat. Cook for another 3 minutes 
or so until the fruit is lightly caramelised, stir- 
ring constantly. Pour in the Rum or Malibu, 
add the raisins and allow the alcohol to cook 
off. Remove form the heat. Spoon some of the 
fruit mixture on to each pancake and fold up. 
Arrange two filled pancakes on each serving 
plate. Dust with icing sugar and drizzle around 
a little of the cream. Serve at once. 


ONLINE 


For more Fairtrade recipies visit www.fair- 
trade.org.uk/products/recipies 


ROPERPENBERTHY 


CHOICE 


Especially for readers of this paper 



Moments of Peace for 
the Morning 

Inspirational thoughts and prayers to 
begin your day 

Every spread of this book is presented 
with beautiful pictures, verses from the 
Scriptures, an inspirational passage to 
meditate upon and a prayer for your 
daily devotions. The book is compact 
and easily portable, robust, printed in 
colour throughout and well finished 
with a padded case and marker ribbon. 

To order your copy go to www.roper- 
penberthy.co.uk, telephone 01302 
367868 or return the coupon below, 
with a cheque for £10.74 made 
payable to ‘Harvest Fields Distribution 
Ltd’, to Harvest Fields, Unit 17, 
Churchill Business Park, Churchill 
Road, Doncaster DN1 2TF. 

Hardback, 148x102mm, 384pp. 
Price £7.99 plus £2.75 p&p 


Please send me a copy of ‘ Moments of 
Peace for the Morning ’ . I enclose a cheque 
for £10.74 

Name: 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr/Rev: 

Address 1: 


Address 2: 


Town: 

County: 

Post Code: 

Contact tel no: 

Email (optional): 

Offer code: CV0209DR 

Harvest Fields Distribution Ltd, Unit 17, Churchill 
Business Park, Churchil Road, Doncaster DN1 2TF 
with a cheque for £10.74 

Book Code: 978 0 7642 01707 


zirtrade Golden Sunrise Pancake Suprise by Ainsley Harriott 
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Courses, training, conferences 8c workshops in February 


CATHOLIC TV 



IS NOW ON SKY 
- CHANNEL 589 

Radio is on channel 0147 
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For information & free monthly 
programme call 

08700 636734 



PDB Pilgrimages 


Experience special places 
Meet interesting people 
Develop your spiritual 
awareness 
Enjoy! 

Booking is now open for: 

24th September to 1 st October 2009 
Celtic Spirituality 

8 day guided tour in Ireland. 

Includes flights, luxury coach travel, accommodation, visits and 
meetings. 

Cost £1,650 per person 

July 9th - 16th 2010 Oberammergau 

Includes: flights and luxury coach travel, 

6 days in Austrian Tyroll, three guided excursions and tickets for the 
Passion Play. Cost £1182 per person 

(All costs based on two people sharing) 

For full details and booking forms, contact: 

Rev’d. Paul Baird, 5 Kensington Close, Bishopstoke, Hampshire 
SO50 6NS - Tel: 07894 413996 
Email: Paulbaird@aol.com 



Good news for car buyers... 


Call an Autosave Peisonal 
Advisor now on 0845 122 6902. 

We'll save you time: 

Our experienced advisors 
can help you decide on the 
right car for your needs. 

We'll give you total peace of 
mind: 

Minimum 12 months parts 
b labour guarantee 
Minimum 12 months 
roadside assistance 
HPI/VMC mileage and 
history check 

Free accident management 
scheme. 

We'll give you excellent value: 

Passing on the benefits of 
our massive buying power 
Cars from just £?,99S 
Part exchanges welcome 
Finance available 

www.autosave.co.uk 




...we can find 
the right car for 
you! 


"F hank you for your help 
and advice, hard work 
and patience with our 
recent car purchase, it is 
ideal, just what we had 


Call now: 0845 122 


OUR TEAM HAS OVER 25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING VEHICLES TO 
THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 



autosave# 


'joutj ims f‘* car buyers 


The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on 
church noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church 
House. The deadline for the March 2009 issue is 2 February. 


NEWBURY: Book signing of The 
Things He Carried and talk by The 
Bishop of Reading at St Nicolas 
Church Hall, West Mills, Newbury from 
8pm. Details 01635 37836. 

OXFORD: Lecture at Regent’s Park 
College, Pusey Street at 5pm. The 
impact of Darwin on Victorian Ethics 
and Morals’ by Dr Thomas Dixon. 
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STOKE POGES: Quiet Garden, Stoke 
Park Farm, Park Road, Stoke Poges at 
10am - 12.30pm. ‘Being Honest with 
God’ using the Psalms in prayer with 
The Revd Dr Steve Newbold. Details 
01753 644273 or email: 

quiet.garden@ukonline.co.uk 

Friday 8 


READING: Organ recital by Malcolm 
Stowell at St Mary Minster, Readinq at 
1 2.15pm. 

Saturday 7 


ASTON CLINTON: St Michael & All 
Angels Parish Church, Church Lane, 
Aston Clinton at 7.30pm. A concert by 
students from Purcell School. Tickets 
£1 0 (students £6), available on door or 
phone 01 296 485142 to reserve. All 
proceeds to go to the church organ 
restoration appeal. 



CHALFONT ST PETER: St Peter’s 
Church. Evensong at 6.30pm, followed 
by the laying on of hands for healing. 
Free parking. Details 01494 792627. 

OLD AMERSHAM: A house meeting 
of the Order of St Luke in England. 
Laying on of hands for wholeness. 
Details 01494 792627. 

OXFORD: Council of Christians and 
Jews. William Temple and the 
Foundation of the Council of Christians 
and Jews by Dr Neville Shepherd at 
Harris Manchester College, Mansfield 
Road at 8pm. 

OXFORD: Lecture at Regent’s Park 
College, Pusey Street at 5pm. 
‘Evolution and Christology’ by Prof 
Celia Deane-Drummond. 


STOKE POGES: Quiet Garden, 
Stoke Park Farm, Park Road, Stoke 


Poges at 1 0am - 1 2 noon. ‘Pilgrim 
People - Following the way. On the 
way.’ Jesus said: I am the way, the truth 
and the life (John 14.16). What does 
this mean for each of us? Details 
01753 644273 or email: 

quiet.garden@ukonline.co.uk 

OXFORD: The Retired Clergy 

Assocation: ‘Bishop in insurrection - 
the story of the first woman priest’ by 
Canon Christopher Hall in the Priory 
Room at Christ Church Cathedral at 
10.30am (coffee at 10.15am). Details: 
roland@canonmeredith.free- 
online.co.uk 

BANBURY: St Mary’s Church. LiveArts 
have organised a romantic lunchtime 
recital by a cellist of the English String 
Orchestra from 1 pm - 2pm. 

READING: Berkshire vocations 

fellowship meeting to be held at St 
Nicolas Church, Earley, RG9 7JN from 
8pm (coffee at 7.45pm) until 9.30pm. 
Details 01865 208291. 


OXFORD: Union Group open meeting 
at 1 Canterbury Road, North Oxford 
from 1 2.30pm (coffee) until 2pm, bring 
your own lunch. All welcome. Speaker: 
Dr Sabine Alkire ‘Poverty and human 
well-being’. 
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MARSWORTH: All Saints, Church 
Lane, Marsworth, Tring, HP23 4NH. A 
‘music for Valentine’s night’ concert 
with the Bedfordshire Police Choir. 
Starts at 7.30pm. Tickets £1 0. Details 
01 296 6681 1 4 or 01 296 66071 1 . 


DORCHESTER: Evensong (BCP) with 
Dorchester Abbey Choir at 6pm at 
Dorchester Abbey. Details 01865 
340007. 


OXFORD: Lecture at Regent’s Park 
College, Pusey Street at 5pm. ‘Darwin 
and Evolutionary Psychology’ by Dr 
Justin Barrett. 


MARSWORTH: Enjoy lunch followed 
by an afternoon of Chicago Bridge at 
Marsworth Millenium Hall. £12.50 per 
player. To book phone 01442 822043 
or 01 296 660711. 


READING: Organ recital at St Mary 
Minster, Reading by Graham Ireland at 
12.15pm. 


OLNEY: St Peter and St Paul. Concert 
in aid of the Olney Newton (Sierra 
Leone) link. Tickets at the door £10 
(under 1 6s free). 

BRACKNELL: Holy Trinity Church. 
Wedding Fair from 2pm - 6pm. Details 
01344 420167. 

Sunday 22 


BRACKNELL: Holy Trinity Church. 
Wedding Fair and Thanksgiving for 
Marriage service at 3pm. Details 01 344 
420167. 

Tuesday 24 


OXFORD: Lecture at Regent’s Park 
College, Pusey Street at 5pm. ‘Is 
Darwinism the Cause of Secularism?’ 
by Prof John Lennox. 

READING: Lecture at the University of 
Reading in the Palmer Building, room 
G03 at 1 pm (lunch provided). ‘Sharia 
Law and Beth Din courts in the UK’ by 
Rabbi Alex Goldberg. Email: 
chaplaincy@reading.ac.uk 
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ABINGDON: Book signing of The 
Things He Carried by The Bishop of 
Reading at Mostly Books, 36 Stert 
Street, Abingdon from 5pm - 6.30pm. 

Thursday 26 


OXFORD:Oxford/ Dorchester vocations 
fellowship meeting to be held at Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford 
from 7.45pm - 9.30pm. Details 01865 
208291. 



OXFORD: Union Group open meeting 
at 1 Canterbury Road, North Oxford 
from 1 2.30pm (coffee) until 2pm, bring 
your own lunch. All welcome. Speaker: 
Revd Steffen Weishaupt ‘What makes 
a church catholic and apostolic?’ 

FINGEST: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying-on 
of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 


Courses & special events 


Rolling Programme Courses - 
Extended Communion. This course 
explores the Eucharist and 
Communion by Extension in the 
Bible and the Anglican Church. It 
is open to all who are interested to 
find out more of this particular 
area of Christian worship. 
Saturday 7 February at Diocesan 
Church House from 10am - 4pm. 
Cost £18. To book phone 01865 
208277 or email 

sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org 
Continuing Ministerial Develop- 
ment Course - Being Assertive. 
Thursday 12th February at 
Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford from 10am - 2pm. 
To book your place email 
jeni.hobbs@oxford.anglican.org 
Praxis Sacred Space Conference. 
Thursday 19th February at 11am - 


4pm at St Mary-le-Bow, 
Cheapside, London. Cost £20 
(Praxis members £15). For 
booking form 01249 656834 or 
stattonbrown@tiscali.co.uk 
ICES (Interactive Christian 
Extension Studies) - Workshop for 
Study Group leaders. Saturday 28 
February at 10.30am - 3pm at St 
Faith’s Church, Hitchin. Details 
01296 481154 email: 

admin@ices.uk.net 
Faith and food: making the 
connections. Day conference at 
Wesley Memorial Church, New Inn 
Hall Street, Oxford and St Michael 
at the Northgate Church, 
Corn market Street, Oxford from 
9.30am - 4.30pm. Cost £10 (£7.50 
concessesions). Details 

mike.rayner@dphpc.ox.ac.uk or 
www.faithandfood.org 


Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 
10am Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 11.15am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.1 5am Matins; 7.35, Holy 
Communion; 1 pm Wednesday only 
Holy Communion; 6pm Evensong 
(Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 
Sunday 1 February: 6pm Candlemas 
Carol Service - in aid of ‘SeeSaw’ 
charity. 

Friday 6 February: 11am Women’s 
Institute Service - intended as a 
celebration of 90 years of Women’s 
Institute in Oxfordshire. 

Cathedral Office - 
01865 276155 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk 




Advertising Features 

The Door is the diocesan newspaper for the Oxford diocese. With a print run of over 36,000 copies 
monthly it is an ideal paper for reaching members of the Church of England throughout the region 
which covers, Oxfordshire; Berkshire and Bedfordshire. 

Each month special features cover a selection of specialist subjects offering retailers, service 
I providers, professionals and events organisers to reach our thousands of readers. During the year 
we look at Places to visit, Retreats, Missions and much more. Advertisers can book into a single 
paper or use up to 6 Anglican newspapers and get an even better discount. To learn about our fea- 
j tures and how they can benefit you, give the sales team a call on 01752 225623 
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J & M SEWING SERVICE LTD 

CHURCH ROBES INDIVIDUALLY MADE TO ORDER 

'Qualify is not expensive it's priceless' 



By Appointment to 
Her Majesty The Queen 
Manufacturers of Clerical Rotes 


CASSOCKS + SURPLICES 
ALBS + COTTAS 
CLERICAL BLOUSES 
CLERICAL SHIRTS 


STOLES & VESTMENTS 
CHOIR ROBES 
VERGERS ROBES 
BANNER & FRONTALS 


you name it, we probably make it. 

OUR MOTTO ... "THERE'S ALWAYS TIME FOR COURTESYI" 


Order on-line at wwwjandmsewing.com 
or ask for our free Catalogue 
Tel: 0191 232 9589 Fax: 0191 230 1215 
email: jandmsewing@btconnect.com 
1 Charlotte Square. Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 4XF 


Established by Joyce Davison & Maureen Waterston in 1980 


Omtoimr friwdO/ 

design & print 

for all your business needs 



Cornerstone Vision publishes the Plymouth Shopper and 

Plymouth Magazine. 


We also provide local business with cost effective design 
and print of a range of business products 

• Business Stationery 

• Brochures 

• Leaflets 

• Websites 


For a competitive quote and 
great customer service 

Tel: 01752 225623 
service@cornerstonevision.com 


MUSIC BOOKS DVDS 



CHRIS 

TOMLIN 

Hello Love 

£9.97 



WILLIAM 
P. YOUNG 
The Shack 

£7*9 £6.99 



LOUIE 

GIGUO 

Indescribable 

£*9t7* £12.46 



MICHAEL 
W SMITH 

A New Hallelujah 

£12. 99 £9.97 



WENDY ALEC 

Messiah: 

The Chronicles 
of Brothers 

£16. 9 9 £15.49 



HILLSONG 
LONDON 
Hail To The King 

£*7t6* £17.11 





COMPASSION 

ART 

CompassionArt 

£Hb7* £9.97 


JOYCE MEYER 
1 00 Ways 
to Simplify 
Your Life 

£10. 9 9 £9.49 


RUN 

BABY 

RUN 

£1 4 6 7 £14.32 



LOU 

FELUNGHAM 
Promised Land 

£*4:67 £9.97 



NIV 

Pocket Pink 
Soft-tone Bible 

£1 5 . 99 £14.49 



GREAT SOULS 

Nelson 

Mandela 

£12*2 £12.47 



uiznEHSi&mi 


MUSIC, BOOKS AND DVDS FOR LIFE* 




www.direct.crossrhythms.co.uk or call 01782251000 

. . * ’ ♦ ‘ ♦ 

EVERY time you usfe Cross Rhythms Direct you are supporting the Cross Rhythms ministry, 
* reaching thousands of young people everyday through rad[io and online media. 


PLUS THOUSANDS MORE CDS AT ONLY £9.97 
AND OVER 40,000 MORE BOOKS & DVDS AT GREAT PRICES 


Alcoholism 

can tear a family apart 



Al-Anon & Alateen 

HOPE FOR FAMILIES & FRIENDS OF PROBLEM DRINKERS 

phone helpline for local details 

020 7403 0888 

etiMil: <‘n<|uirics'ff:.iJ-«i»ion4ilv.or!».Mk 
vvi'bsih*; vvvvw.«ii-«ino!Hfk.org,ijk 

Ai Anon family Groups UK & Eire* 
f>1 Grout Driver St root 

Loudon SE1 4YF Vi I m.iti c t > a I Mr- 
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SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 


Situated in historic woodland and commanding a breathtaking view 
over the English Riviera is Brunei Manor, Originally designed by 
Isambard Brunei, todays guests share in the peace and tranquillity he 
first envisaged. Our hallmarks of comfort and quality are coupled 
with a relaxed and friendly service to ensure that Brunei Manor is 
ideal for your holiday. 

I bis spring come and enjoy one of our breaks, each wit h its own 
daily ministry. The choice is yours, from active walking breaks and 
lively workshops, to simply relaxing as we take you on a journey to 
explore the beauty of Gods creation in Devon. 

Do come, wed love to see you! 


CYPRUS 


FUTURE EVENTS - see www.bruiielmanor.com 


Worship through Dance Mon 2nd - Fri 6th Mar Led by Marie 8r Andrew Bensley. 
Brunei Conference Week Mon 16th ~ Fri 20th Mar Led by Don Latham. 

Walking Mon 23rd - Fri 27th Mar Led by Chris Spracklen. 

Call 01803 329333 for our colour brochure and tariff 


runel Manor 

Christian holiday & conference centre 

Teignmouth Road, Torquay, Devon TQl 4SF 


Our 

Loire Vail 


Tranquil riverside village 
house near Saumur is available 
from April to mid October. 


Simply furnished but with mod cons; 
fishing from the garden; good food, 
swimming, cycling, tennis etc nearby 
£250 to £500 per week indusive; 
reductions possible. Sleeps up to 6+. 


Contact on 

Evenings: 01993 813569 or 
Anytime: 07976 438336 


Dranauil Somerset 


Cheddar 'Wells * Glastonbury 

Self catering, short and long stays. 

Our cottages are comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 

www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
email: infdipottingshedhoiidays.co.uk 

01749 672857 


Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 


NEW LUXURY SIX- 
BERTH CARAVAN 

on award-winning 5 Star Littlesea 
Holiday Park in Weymouth. Owned 
by Christian family. Oates available 
throughout 2009. 

For brochure or info call 
07811 343335 


Holidays at Home 


Secluded 
log cabins 

Pets welcome 
Beach nearby 

Short breaks 


Holiday Insurance 


Travel insurance 

Arranged for The Month Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Price increases are due end of March. 
Buy your Travel insurance now & 
receive £20 discount per annual 
policy & get last year's price. 

Maximum age 85 years of age 
For more information and 
details please call ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 


ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265 683 

bripat@brialdon@freeserve. co.uk 


PILGRIMAGES 
TO ISRAEL? 

Call the experts 

ITS - Pilgrimages 

Freephone 
Tel: 0800 0181 839 
www.itstravel.co.uk 
ATOL • ABTA • LATA 


The 

Advertise 

Call: 

01752 

225623 


Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

www. wolstenhomes. co.uk 


Freshwater East 
Pembrokeshire 

Well-equipped adjacent 
holiday homes. Beach 
250yds. Sleeps 1 to 6. 
From £180 pw. 
Clergy discount. 
Sorry no pets 
TEL 0151 486 2745 


CORNWALL 

Bramble Cottage, Mousehole 

2 bedroom fisherman ’s cottage, 
magnificant views from all 
windows over Mousehole 
Harbour, Mounts Bay & The 
Lizard Peninsula. On coastal 
path to Lamoma Cove etc 
For brochure 
call 01588 680316 


MENORCA 

Holiday Villa 

High Standard 4 bed villa near 
Mahon. Sleeps 6/7, own pool, 
all mod cons, quiet residential 
area, magnificent views, close 
to shops & restaurants, short 
drive to sandy beaches. 

Tel 01934 852718 
bookings@menorcanvilia.info 


GATWICK 

3-4 mins 

GABLE END 
A warm Irish welcome to our 
family run B&B. En-suite rooms 
& full English breakfast. 
Courtesy transport & car parking 

TEL: 01293 783679 

www.gable-end.com 


NORTH SOMERSET 

Self-Cartering Garden 
Cottage 

Village location near 
Weston-super-Mare 
Sleeps 2-3 
Ideal for exploring 
Mendips, Coast 
or for a quiet retreat. 
Contact: 01934 820 770 
Short breaks available 


CRANTOCK 

North Cornish Holiday 
Cottage sleeps 7 plus 
cot, 8 minutes walk 
from beach Available all 
year, Short Break and 
Holidays Please ring 
for brochure 
01494 474884 


Holidays Abroad 


PAPHOS - 3 Bedroom ground 
floor apartment, small 
complex, pool, A/C, garden, 
close to amenities. 

No smokers. 


Crispin Bidde: 01980 611372 
crispin.bickle@litinternet.com 
www.kirkee.fsnet.co.uk 
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Love life live Lent 


ore than a quarter of a million 
Love Life Live Lent booklets, 
published by Church House, 
have been sold over the past two years. If 
you’re new to Love Life Live Lent it’s this 
simple: complete a small act of kindness 
or thoughtfulness, suggested each day in 
a handy booklet, supplement it with a 
healthy dose of regular prayer and dis- 
cover that doing something positive can 
be as transforming as giving something 
up. 

As the Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York say in their joint introduction, 

‘With God’s help we can change the 
world for good a little bit every day... 

Together we can build better and 


New for 2009 is the Love Life Live Lent 
family book. 

Packed with hints, tips and advice, it is 
perfect for the family who want to com- 
plete Lent’s worth of actions together. 

The Door has three copies of the book 
to give away in a prize draw. To be in 
with a chance of winning send your name 
and address on a postcard to Love Life 
Life Lent Family Book competition, by 
Monday, 2 February. 


more generous communities. Together 
we can lighten the load on our planet. 
We show God’s love when we do these 
things.’ 

Love Life Live Lent returns for a third 
year with two pocket-sized booklets 
based on the ‘best of the previous series 
one for children, and one for young 
people and adults._ 

The new booklets are undated, meaning 
they can be used during any future year. 

The price of the small booklets has 
been held at £1 each (discount available 
for bulk orders) and the family book 
costs £4.99. 

Lentwise is a brand new five-session 
course designed for small groups to use 



during Lent, reflecting on how the 
strengths of Christian faith can help us 
weather the challenges of life. 

Lecturer and Canon Theologian Dr 
Paula Gooder uses fresh insights from 
John’s gospel to help answer the ques- 
tion: what spiritual essentials will help us 
survive life’s storms? 

Five survival tips are explored, one by 
one, over 90 minute sessions: direction, 
nourishment, wisdom, refreshment and 
security. 

Each session includes guidelines and 
background notes for leaders, and kicks 
off with a passage from John’s Gospel, 
freshly translated by the author. 

Inspiring quotations and personal sto- 
ries, prayer exercises and discussion 
pointers, and ideas for using multimedia 
resources in the group are all offered. 



To find out more visit 

www.livelent.net 


Win The Things He Carried 


The Door has three copies of The 
Things He Carried to give away in our 
prize draw. (See page 10 for an edited 
extract from the book.) 

To enter send your name and address 
to The Things He Carried, The Door, 
Church House, North Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford, 0X2 ONB. 

The closing date for entries is 
Monday, 2 February. 


STEPHEN COTTRELL 



the things He carried 

A JOURNEY TO THE CROSS 
MEDITATIONS FOR LENT AND HOLY WEEK 


Win the Love Life Live Lent family book and transform your world 


Advertising Feature 

Lent is a time for reflection and learnina 


Over the centuries many rituals and tra- 
ditions have become a part of Lent, the 
period leading up to Easter itself. 

Starting on Ash Wednesday, the forty 
days of denial and reflection begin on 
25th February this year. Within the west- 
ern Christian tradition the forty days do 
not include Sundays, which are still cel- 
ebrated as the resurrection of the living 
Lord. 

At its beginnings in the fourth century 
church, Lent was originally seen as a 
time of preparation for those who were 
to be baptised during the Easter Vigil. 

As these people were being received 
into a living community of faith the exist- 


ing members were also expected to 
prepare to receive them. The forty days 
remind us of the forty days Christ spent 
in the wilderness where he too was put 
to temptation. 

The tradition of giving up something for 
Lent has developed from the period of 
fasting as exercised by the early church, 
although many see it as a time for chari- 
table works and thinking of others. Many 
churches have now developed a tradi- 
tion for a single day of fasting and col- 
lecting funds for less fortunate peoples 
abroad others will organise simple 
meals of soup and bread again an act of 
penitence. 




hit? of Wfe practise and teach con- 

templative meditation in j 
\ t 'c the Christian tradition at 

^ | : o residential and day courses 

~ in Dorchester and elsewhere. 

We welcome visitors to experience the benefit of meditation 
in a group. Marian Dunlop House is the home of the 
Fellowship where we hold small gatherings and meetings. 

We u'elcome people and groups to stay in our quiet, + 

comfortable and friendly house which has many books 
on contemplative meditation. Please contact: 

Marian Dunlop House, 8 Prince of Wales Road, 
Dorchester, Dorset DTI 1PW. Tel: (01305) 251396 

fellowship.meditation@virgin.net 

www.fellowshipofrneditation.org 

Charity No: 213323 



Your First Stop for Christian Books this Lent is 


Official Bookshop of 
the Church of England 


CHURCH HOUSE BOOKSHOP 


Order online at www.chbookshop.co.uk or phone 020 7799 4064 


I 
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TIME FOR A HOLIDAY! 

By Alan Irving 

Manager, Highlands Hotel, Jersey 


Timely advice from Alan on the need for 
holidays 

Holidays are part of our lives. We remember 
them all - the good as well as the bad as they 
interrupt our busy-ness at Church and work. 

Of course. Holy Days have been around 
since our world began, resting and reflecting 
with our Creator. Some, indeed many, still go 
on retreats whilst for others there is a desire 
for adventure. I always remember my next 
door neighbour spending a fortune on a 
Peruvian holiday, the highlight of which was to 
spend a night sleeping in a chicken shed. Not 
my idea of bliss! 

Sooner or later we all need to stop the 
routine and do something totally different. 
Indeed if you cannot ‘because your 
community depends on you being there’ your 
health will begin to suffer and you will not be 
around when they really need you. 


Taking time off just to chill out at home 
with the family you never see can sometimes 
be all that is needed. Go out for walks (and 
talks) together around your neighbourhood, 
leave aside the laptops and the ipods and 
listen to the birds and wonder at the beauty of 
a buttercup - how long is it since you have 
counted the stars? Holidays do not need to 
cost the earth. 

Christian organised holidays, whether 
activity based, hotel luxury or do-it-yourself 
catering are the answer for many. A safe 
environment in unfamiliar surroundings 
where locals can give helpful advice provides a 
safe haven for many holiday makers anxious 
to forget the stresses of our modern hectic 
lifestyles. Here you can meet and fellowship 
with other Christians and discover a new 
dimension in life - possibly even someone to 
love and care for as much as you. 





A timeless beacon of hope 

La Corbiere Lighthouse, designed by Sir John Coode, was Britain's first reinforced 
concrete lighthouse and was completed in 1874 for the princely sum of £8000 (including 


the causeway and lighthouse keepers cottages 



)• 

Despite the lighthouse becoming automated 
in 1976 the original fittings and mechanisms 
are in pristine condition. The lighthouse has 
been complimented by Trinity House (the 
UK’s General Lighthouse Authority) as 
being one of the best kept lighthouses in the 
United Kingdom. 

Four lighthouse keepers worked in pairs 
and would spend 48 hours out at Corbiere, 
each man working 6 hour shifts, with both 
required to be on duty when conditions 
were particularly bad. 

When the lighthouse first became 
operational the light was provided by a 
vaporised paraffin lamp, with huge crystal 
encasing (still in use today) which magnifies 
the light rays so they are visible from up to 
18 miles away. 

The shade, which shows the light for five 
second out of every ten, was originally 
driven by clockwork; with a large weight 
slowly descending down a pole running the 
height of the structure. 

With the advent of electricity the paraffin 
flame was extinguished for the final time in 
1965. Nowadays a 1000 watt bulb is in its 
place. 



First class service at 


Since its conception by MWE (Movement 
for World Evangelization) in 1967, 
Highlands Hotel in Jersey has aimed to 
provide the ‘very best of Christian 
Hospitality’, and certainly is one of the 
highest standard Christian hotels in the 
British Isles. 

It is located on a heather and gorse covered 
plateau above pink granite cliffs on Jersey’s 
South-West corner - the equivalent of 
Cornwall’s Lands End with sea views on 
either side. Only 7 miles from the capital St 
Holier and 3 miles from the airport, it is 
served by two bus routes coming out to this 
Area of Special Scientific Interest. 

The hotel stands above the picturesque 
Rosiere Cove (and cave). Seven of the 
balcony rooms look directly out over the 
cove in the direction of France some 30 
miles to the South. 

Corbiere means ‘haunt of the Crow’ and 
has been called that since wrecker and 
smuggler days. The local reefs caught out 
many of the unwary, leading to the building 
of Europe's first concrete lighthouse in 
1874. A pre-war railway line is now an easy 
cycling/walking trail into town. A path leads 
to St Ouen’s Bay (pronounced ‘Wonn’ 
(French: Oui-en)) a mile away famous for 
international surfing and golf courses. 
Another path winds down to St Brelade’s 
Bay (2.5 miles) where there is a family style 
beach atmosphere and pretty gardens. 


(Gardens- in - Bloom, finalist). 

Optional daily ministry is available at the 
hotel morning and evening, except on 
Wednesdays when some guests choose to go 
on trips to Guernsey, Sark or even St Malo. 
The Hotel boasts two large TV screens for 
video display. Famed for its plentiful high 
quality food and silver service, many regulars 
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COMPETITION TIME 

Highlands Hotel are offering the chance to win a week’s family holiday in Jersey in 2009. 
Complete and return this form to: Highlands Hotel, Rue de la Corbiere, St Brelade, 
Jersey, JE3 8HN. 

Answer can be found on this page. 

Competition: Win seven days free accommodation at Highlands Hotel, half board for two 
adults and up to 2 children at Highlands Hotel in the 2009 season (subject to availability). 
£100.00 allowance towards travel costs. 

What is the name of the cove behind the hotel? 


Tie breaker in no more than 15 words: 

I would like to stay at Highlands Hotel because 


Name: _ 
Address: 


I 

I 

, Email: 


Postcode: 


I Tel No.: 

I 

I 

I Highlands 1 Iotel would like to send you news of the hotel and its special offers. Please tick the box if you 
I would prefer not to receive this information. Your details will not be passed to other organisations. Q 

* Entries must be received by 14 March 2009. 
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Visiting Highlands Hotel on the beautiful island of Jersey 
with its unique blend of home and continental culture is a 
holiday to be experienced. Enjoy making memories you will 
treasure for many a year. Our first class service, delicious 
food, good company, excellence in comfort and inspiring 
speaker ministry will make your holiday at Highlands a 
truly memorable one. 

Within easy reach of all parts of the UK, Jersey is now 
served from many regional airports and has never been so 
easy to visit, we look forward to welcoming you too. 
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return every year. Families enjoy the heated 
outdoor pool and soft surface place area. 
Internet buffs to grannies to CBeebies enjoy 
the free broadband available in reception plus 
free Wifi access in all rooms. 

Travel prices are competitive with Easyjet 
and Jet2 challenging bmiBaby, BA and Flybe. 
The earlier you book the better the bargain to 


be had especially whilst the value of the 
Euro makes holidays in Southern Europe 
more expensive. 

At Highlands all bedrooms are ensuite 
and there are 19 single rooms with no single 
supplement. Those on their own are soon 
bound to find friends. 

Take time to explore out and about the 
land made famous by Bergerac (filmed 3 
miles away) - you can see his car at ‘Jersey 
Lion Park’. Enjoy the continental feel of the 
cafe lifestyle and try the European feel of 
life in the slow lane. The Durrell Wildlife 
Conservation Trust is a must for all visitors 
as are the Jersey War Tunnels and other 
excellent museums if you can drag your 
family off the beach. 

With excellent travel deals from coastal 
ports and local UK airports make it a 
priority this year to come, taste and see - you 
won’t be disappointed and will want to 
return year after year. 

The hotel is open from May to October 
each summer season although the staff are 
still available all year round by e-mail or 
phone to discuss holiday plans and would be 
pleased to send copies of their colour 
brochures. You can contact them at 
enquiries@highIandshotel.com or call 01534 
744288 or write to Highlands Hotel, Rue de 
la Corbiere, St. Brelade, Jersey JE3 8HN. 


Jersey - Nearer than you may think 


Budget airlines make Jersey a popular 
destination 

With the growth in air travel from many 
smaller airports on mainland England the 
time has never been better or easier to travel 
to Jersey. Household names such as easyjet 
and flybe are frequent fliers to the island as 
well as the traditional scheduled and charter 


airlines. Booking is easy to do at home on- 
line and the best rates are to be found by 
booking early since prices rise as the dates 
come closer. The helpful staff at Highlands 
are familiar with all the travel companies and 
can book all aspects of their guests’ trips from 
sea or air travel to car-hire on the island. Surf 
the net before you surf in Jersey. 


Famous for Food 

Dining at the comfortable restaurant provides a highlight to every day spent at Highlands 
Hotel. The extensive breakfast menu gets everyone off to a wonderful start to the day with a 
five -course evening dinner to look forward to later. All tastes and dietary requirements are 
catered for and guests may bring their own table wine to supplement the hotel’s selection of 
non-alcoholic drinks and mineral waters. 

On Sunday evening the Chefs excel themselves by preparing a mouth-watering cold buffet 
remembered by guests long after they return home. 

During the day, guests can also enjoy a selection of refreshments, light lunches, homemade 
cakes and Jersey cream teas. 

Try a taste of one of the speciality dishes for yourself - Molotoff Pudding. Enjoy a taste of 
Highlands all year round. 

Molotoff Pudding 

This recipe will make 1 large pudding 


Ingredients: 

4 egg whites 
35g caster sugar 

75g caster sugar - for the caramel 

Method 

1. Heat the oven to 180° C 

2. Whisk the egg whites until they are half peak 

3. Add the 35g of sugar and continue to whisk until stiff. 

4. Meanwhile heat in a saucepan the 75g of sugar with a little water until it caramelises, (do 
not burn) 

5. Add the caramel to the egg whites and whisk to mix 

6. Place in a greased tin and cook in a bainmarie for approx. 10 minutes. 


The Continent on 
our Doorstep 

Just 100 miles south of mainland Britain and 
only 14 miles from France, the continental 
influence is apparent in Jersey everywhere 
you go. The island nestles safely in the bay of 
St Malo with a climate that is warm and 
inviting. The island slopes from north to 
south to face the sun and the warm waters of 
the gulf stream bathe its shores. French place 
and street names abound and there is a 
hustling pavement cafe life. 

Almost half of Jersey’s 45 square miles are 
devoted to agriculture which provides its top 
quality restaurants and cafe’s with delicious 
local ingredients. The waters surrounding the 
island also provide an abundance for all 
seafood lovers from lobster, fresh scallops, 
oysters to plaice, sea bass and mackerel. 

A different way of life waits to greet you. 
No wonder visitors slow down and soak up the 
sights and sounds of island life year after year. 


MU I tL 


"Offering the very best in Christian hospitality" 
Hotel Register ★ ★ 


Call U I jd 4 /H-^fcoo for a free hotel brochure and 
Jersey holiday guide or visit www.highlandshotel.com 

enquiries@hightandshotel.com Rue de ia Corbiere, St. Brelade, Jersey ]E3 8HN. 
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VENICE TO MONTE CARLO 


ISTANBUL TO VENICE 


jul 29 Wed Fly from London to Venice and transfer to 

Due Torri Baglioni Hotel, Verona for two nights 

Jul 30 Thu Gold Tickets in first sector stalls for Carmen 
at Arena di Verona. 

Jul 31 Fri Venice, embark Seven Seas Navigator 180< 
Aug] Sat Split, CROATIA 0830 190i 

Aug 2 Sun Kotor, montenegro 0800 180* 

Aug 3 Mon Corfu, Greece 0800 163* 

Aug 4 Tue Taormina, ;Wy 0800 180 1 

Aug 5 Wed Sorrento, ITALY 0800 1 SO 

Aug 6 Thu Civitavecchia (Rome), Italy 0700 180 

Aug 7 Fri Monte Carlo, MONACO D’bark 

Transfer to Nice airport for flight back to London 


Jul 24 Fri Fly from London to Istanbul and transfer 

to Seven Seas Navigator. T 

Jul 25 Sat Kusadasi, turkey 1400 2 

Jul 26 Sun Santorini, CRTK't 0800 T 

Jul 27 Mon Katakolon (Olympia), GREECE 0900 T 

jul 28 Tue Sarande, ALBANIA 0800 T 

Jul 29 Wed Dubrovnik, CROATIA 0800 1 

Jul 30 Thu Venice, Italy 1300 

Jul 31 Fri Venice, itaiy D’bark 

Transfer to the Due Torri Baglioni Hotel, 
Verona for two nights. 

Aug 1 Sat Gold tickets in first sector stalls for 
Barber of Seville, Arena di Verona. 

Aug 2 Sun Transfer from hotel for flight back to London 


OCEAN VIEW SUITES FROM £2,896pp 
PLUS UP TO $200 ON BOARD CREDIT* 


TO BOOK NOW CALL 0800 048 1055 


SEVEN SEAS CRUISES 


This holiday is operated in partnership with Peter Goord Travel and Regent Seven Seas Cruises 




J OIN SEVEN SEAS NAVIGATOR FOR AN ULTRA 
LUXURY CRUISE COMBINED WITH THE EXCLUSIVE 
OPPORTUNITY TO EXPERIENCE ONE OF TWO 
REMARKABLE OPERATIC PERFORMANCE AT THE 
WORLD-FAMOUS ARENA DI VERONA WHILST STAYING 
PRE- OR POST-CRUISE FOR TWO NIGHTS AT THE 
LEGENDARY DUE TORRI BAGLIONI HOTEL . 


Regent has selected two all inclusive idyllic itineraries to complement 
the Verona Opera Season. An Adriatic adventure from Venice to 
Monte Carlo visiting the finest ports of the Mediterranean and 
a stunning voyage of exploration through the Aegean, Ionian 
and Adriatic Seas from Istanbul to Venice. 


Return economy flights from London 

2 nights stay at the Due Torri Bagiioni Hotel, Verona, on a B&B basis 

Gold Tickets for Barber of Seville or Carmen (dependent on 
cruise date) 

All transfers to and from Seven Seas Navigator to hotel and airport 


ON BOARD SEVEN SEAS NAVIGATOR 

• House champagne and fresh fruit in your suite on arrival 

. All drinks including, soft drinks, champagne, wines and 
cocktails (premium brands included) 

. All on board activities including guest lectures, theatre 
performances, day time entertainment and fitness programmes 
(excluding spa treatments , casino and internet connection) 

• Butier service in B category suites and above 

. Ali dining options including 24 hour complimentary room 
service and in suite dining, served course-by-course during 
restaurant hours 

. Fresh fruit and soft drinks replenished in your suite daily 

• Governmental fees (port taxes), handling and security charges 

• All gratuities on board Seven Seas Navigator 
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Mary Magdalene, c.1455 (polychorme and gilded wood) by Donatello, (c. 1386 - 1466). Museo 
de I’Opera del Duomo, Florence, Italy/The Bridgeman Art Library. 


In the eye of the b 


This month begins with the 
Feast of the Presentation of 
Christ in the Temple and 
ends with Ash Wednesday. 

Karen Gorham offers us an 
opportunity to reflect on the 
meaning of beauty. 

D onatello’s wooden sculpture of Mary 
Magdalene stands frighteningly life 
size and alone in the Duomo 
Museum in Florence. It is one of the most 
famous expressions of female emotion in 
the history of Western art and could be 
described as far from beautiful. 

The artist portrays Mary as wretched, 
and ravaged by sin. The emaciated, hol- 
low-eyed, almost toothless figure seems 
to embody dramatically a Lenten mood of 
human frailty and fallenness. Her hair is 
not combed but matted; she stands on a 
piece of weathered rock without the pro- 
tection of shoes wearing a tattered gar- 
ment. The figure is at first glance weak- 
ened, starved and exhausted by her years 
of penance. She stands overwhelmed by 
the emotional tensions within her. Her 
eyes recede deeply. Mary is destitute and 
grief stricken. 

Mary is clothed with her hair; her mus- 
cles are strained, but beyond the harrow- 
ing features if we really look at her there 
are signs of real strength. Her arms are 
strong, her hair luxuriant and her gesture 
and pose are determined. She is shown 
calm and still, her gaze is to a place dis- 
tant and removed, or even within herself. 
She depicts tenacity in the face of adver- 
sity, her suffering gives her power. 


When first we look Mary seems ugly but 
gradually she begins to appeal to some- 
thing deep within the heart of each one of 
us, a response perhaps to the ugliness of 
our own sin and an affiliation with the 
stark figure pleading for forgiveness or 
forever trusting God for mercy. 

In early-Renaissance Florence Mary 
enjoyed particular popularity, inspired by 
the interest in her by both the Franciscans 
and Dominicans, both groups praising 
and commending the kind of penitence 
that she was said to have experienced. 

Before 1966 the figure stood in the 
baptistry of Florence Cathedral - proba- 
bly having more of a spiritual, rather than 
aesthetic, impact, reminding people of 
God’s compassion. 

‘Beauty is in the eye of the beholder,’ 
states the well known saying. When 
Simeon and Anna beheld the Christ child 
when he was presented in the temple, 
they saw far more than a baby caught up 
in a long running tradition; they saw 
someone who would be a ‘ Light for the 
Gentiles and glory to the people Israel ’. 

The Prophet Isaiah described the com- 
ing Messiah as ‘having no form or 
majesty that we should look at him, noth- 
ing in his appearance that we should 
desire him. He was despised and reject- 
ed by others; a man of suffering, and 
acquainted with infirmity: and as one 
from whom others hide their faces; he 
was despised, and we held him to no 
account. ’ Isaiah 53:3 

Donatello’s Mary helps us take a long 
hard look at ourselves. Most of us would 
not consider ourselves beautiful by Vogue 
standards. 

We too reveal the weariness of the 
world, and the effects of sinful humanity. 


Yet within each one of us there is an inner 
beauty far more precious than any of us 
can imagine. Paul speaks about it when 
he talks about treasure in clay jars and 
precious stones. We are called to affirm it 
in other people and allow God to refine it 
in us. 

As we move from Epiphany tide to Lent 
we remember that the Word became 


flesh in an innocent baby and was marred 
by our sin in order to bring out the beau- 
ty in each one of us. 

The outstretched arms of Mary 
Magdalene are a sign that we all need 
God’s help and forgiveness. 

The Ven. Karen Gorham is 
Archdeacon of Buckingham . 


February prayer diary compiled by John Manley 


‘Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your streadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy 
blot out my transgressions. The 
sacrifice acceptable to God Is a 
broken spirit; a broken and contrite 
heart, O God, you will not despise 
(Ps 51.1, 17 NRSV) 

Pray to the Father through the 
Son in the power of the Spirit 
for: 

Sun 1 : Epiphany 4 Burnham and 

Slough Deanery: Area Dean Allen 
Walker, Assistant Susan Smith, Lay 
Chairman Jo Saunders, Ecumenical 
Rep (vacancy), Community 
Chaplain, Faith and work 
development Officer Linda Hillier; 
LLMs Richard Rooley, Michael 
Wilcockson, chaplains to the deaf 
Vera Hunt, Roger Williams. The 
people, wardens, PCCs and support 
staff of the deanery. 

Mon Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple. The group ministries of the 
deanery. The deanery clergy 
embarking on the newly introduced 
Ministerial Development Review. 

Tues Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple. The Jubilee River Group 
Ministry (B urnham, Cippenham, 
Eton, Eton Wick, Bovenrey, Dorney, 
Hitcham, Taplow, Dropmore): Clergy 
Bill Jackson, Susan Smith, Lucy 
Holt, Tom Hewson, Rosie Hewson, 
Alan Dibden, Nick Plant, RC priest; 
LLMs, Bob Saunders, Alison 
Hassall. 


Wed 4: The Southern Group 
Ministry (Col nbrook, Datchet, 
Horton, Wraysbury, Langley Marish, 
Upton-cum-Chalvey): Clergy Robin 
Grayson, Peter Wyard, Simon 
Douglas Lane, Colin Hartley, Bruce 
Russell, Andrew Allen; LLM Beryl 
Walters; evangelist Mike Miller. 

Thu 5: The Northern Group 
Ministry (Britwell, Farnham Royal, 
Hedgerley, Manor Park, Slough St 
Paul, Stoke Poges): Clergy Graham 
Saunders, John Chorlton, Sarah Pix, 
Stanley Bedwell, Gordon Briggs, 
Jan Cotman, Mike Cotterell, Janet 
Binns, Harry Latham, Mark Griffiths; 
evangelists Gilbert David, Uzma 
David. 

Fri 6: The Eastern Group Ministry 
(Iver, Iver Heath, Wexham): 

Clergy Tim Eady, Brian Griffiths, 
Tony Williams, Kate Wilson, Ros 
Donovan, Jennifer Locke; LLMs Jim 
Dashper, John Mitchell. 

Sat 7: Paul Miki, Priest, and the 
Martyrs of Japan. Deddington 
Deanery: Area Dean Ben Phillips, 
Lay chairman Lindsay Mills, 
ecumenical representative Stephen 
Fletcher, youth work contact Jon 
Cardy. The people, wardens, PCCs 
and support staff of the deanery. 
Wisdom of what we can do and faith 
and trust in God in the things we 
have to trust in him. 


Sun 8 3rd before Lent. Adderbury: 
Clergy Stephen Fletcher, Sue 
Newby. 

Mon 9: Banbury Group Ministry: 

Clergy David Jackson, Chris Gaynor, 
Philip Davies, Mark Charmley, Susan 
Burchell, Linda Green (starting 
Shrove Tuesday), Jeff West, Edward 
Coombs, David Huss; LLM Mary 
Jackson, Roger Verrall, Dennis 
Smith; children's worker Jeanette 
Law. 

Tues Bloxham with Mllcombe 
and South Newington: Clergy 
Sarah Tillett. 

Wed 1 1 Bodicote: Clergy Ben 
Phillips, Brian Gardner; LLM George 
Walker. 

Thu 1 2 Deddington with Barford, 
Clifton and Hempton: Clergy 
Hugh White, John Dane; youth 
worker Clare Newcome. 

Fri 13 Ironstone (Drayton St 
Peter, Horley, Hornton, Hanwell, 
Shennlgton, Alkerton, Balscote, 
Wroxton): Clergy Jeffrey Chard 
(soon to retire), Pamela Smith; LLM 
John Straw, the forthcoming 
interregnum. 

Sat 14; Cyril and Methodius, 
missionaries to the Slavs. Shire’s 
Edge (Claydon, Cropredy, Great 
Bourton, Mollington, 

Wardlngton): Clergy Pat and Barry 
Freeth, Lynda Alcock. 


1 b: 2nd before Lent. Wykeham 
(Broughton, North Newington, 
Epwell, Shutford, Sibford, 
Swalcliffe, Tadmarton): Clergy 
Timothy Wimbush, John Tattersall. 

Mon 16: Newbury Deanery: Area 
Dean Tom Moffatt, lay chairman, 
ecumenical representative, chaplain 
to the deaf Roger Williams. The 
people, wardens, PCCs and support 
staff of the deanery. 

Tues 1 7: Janani Luwum, archbishop, 
martyr. Beedon, Peasemore, 
West llsley, Farnborough, 
Brlghtwalton, Catmore, 

Leckhampstead, Chaddleworth, 
Fawley: Clergy John Townend, 
Denise Brown, Graham Stacey, Kate 
Stacey. 

Wed 18: Chieveley with 

Winterbourne and Oare: Clergy 
John Toogood. 

Thu 19; Eastbury with East 
Garston, Lambourn: Clergy Tony 
Cumberlidge. 

Fri 20; Greenham: Clergy John 
Clarke, Brian Jones. 

Sat 21 ; Hermitage Team Ministry 
(Cold Ash, Compton, East llsley, 
Frilsham, Hampstead Norreys, 
Hermitage, Yattendon): Clergy 
Martin Cawte, Rita Ball, Tony Lynn; 
LLMs Richard Betts. 


Sun 22 Sunday next before Lent. 

Hungerford with Denford: Clergy 
Andrew Sawyer. 

Mon 23 Poly carp, bishop, martyr. 

Newbury Team Ministry (SS 
Nicolas, John the Evangelist, 
George, Mary the Virgin): Clergy 
David Stone, Sarah Alexander, 
James Cook, Bernard Dagnall, Paul 
Cowan; LLM Jane Sutton, Elizabeth 
Pook, Terry Winrow. 

lues 2 Shaw cum Donnlngton: 

Clergy Buff Forbes Stone. 

Wed 25; Ash Wednesday. The 
keeping of a good Lent. 
Preparations for Holy Week and 
Easter. 

Thu 26: Thatcham: Clergy Tom 
Moffatt, Pete Jarvis, Marion Fontaine, 
Becky Bevan. 

Fri 27 George Herbert, priest, poet. 

Welford with Wickham, Great 
Shefford, Boxford, Stockcross: 

Clergy Nigel Sands. 

Sat 2 Kintbury with Avlngton, 
West Woodhay with Enborne, 
Hamstead Marshall, Inkpen and 
Combe: Clergy Julie Ramsbottom, 
Charles Pakenham, Ian Blyth, 
Jonathan Meyer, Cathy Pynn; LLM 
Matthew Cookson. 
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God in the life of . . 


Casting a net 


The Revd Pam Smith first 
got involved with on-line 
churches because of her 
experience in prison ministry. 
Last year she was appointed 
pastor of the Oxford 
Diocese’s i-Church. She tells 
Jo Duckies her story. 

AM Smith began searching 
for God while suffering from 
post-natal depression. She 
says: ‘I became a Christian 
when I was 33, about 20 years 
ago. I had post-natal depression after 
the birth of my first child and that was 
when I first started thinking about God. 

‘I’d thought: “It would be nice if there 
was a God but I don’t think I believe in 
him.” I went to a few churches and read 
a few books but couldn’t accept that 
Jesus was who he said he was. I then 
went to church on Easter Day and there 
was a direct challenge about Jesus. I 
made my mind up on the spot to make 
a personal commitment to Christ and 
then began to find out more.’ 

The mother-of-two moved to Coventry 
from London with statistics professor 
husband Jim, after the birth of her first 
son. She said: ‘When I first started 
going to church my children were quite 
little. Even when I was thinking about 
becoming a Christian I had what I now 
know is a sense of calling. 

‘I didn’t know what it was but I felt 
there were specific things for me to do 
_ when I was a new Christian. I got 
involved in ministry, ran Pathfinders 



and was on the PCC. I looked at the 
vicar at the front and the thought came 
in to my head that I should have been 
doing that. I never did anything about it 
and thought it was a mad idea. It took 
me a few years to realise I should talk to 
people about it.’ 

Pam, now 52, said she went on to 
train as a Lay Reader. 

She says: ‘From there I worked in a 
prison as a lay minister, but the sense of 
being called to ordination never went 
away. 

‘I was a reader at Coventry Cathedral 
and I enjoyed it but someone in the 
prison said that if I was called to be 
ordained I didn’t have the right to with- 
hold that from the church. 

‘It took about another 18 months 
from there to go to a selection confer- 
ence and start training for ordination.’ 

Pam discovered on-line churches 
towards the end of her theology train- 
ing, when she was unwell and having 
problems getting around. 


This led her to spend a lot of time on 
Ship of Fools, a satirical Christian web- 
site. 

Its co-founder Steve Goddard had 
started an on-line church, but people 
were stumbling into it thinking it was a 
game and behaving badly. 

Pam says: ‘I was recruited because of 
my prison experience to help deal with 
people who were swearing and behaving 
inappropriately. We realised afterwards 
that people thought it was an online 
gaming environment. The more we 
tried to stop them the worse they would 
behave.’ 

‘If they use it for shopping, 
booking travel and every- 
thing else and decide they 
are interested in 
Christianity, the internet 
is where they are going to 
look to find out more. ’ 

Eventually the 3D on-line church was 
shut down and the community that had 
formed as a result of it became the 
existing St Pixel’s. Pam stayed involved 
and first joined i-Church to network. 

She is now employed on a half-time 
basis by the Oxford Diocese as the i- 
Church pastor. 

She says: ‘The people who engage 
with an on-line church are those who 
have a sense of calling to that environ- 
ment. 



Fairtrade 
at St. Michaels 

A unique Fair Trade shop 
in the heart of Oxford 


Clothing Gifts Food Homewares 


The Basement 

St Michael at the North Gate, 
Cornmarket Street, Oxford 
Open Monday to Saturday 1 0am - 5pm 
Tel: 01865 722505 
www.falrtradeatstmlchaels.co.uk 


PARISH MAGAZINE 
PRINTING 

Let Nova Press give you a com- 
petitive price for all Parish 
Magazines, just email us your art- 
work and let us do the rest, we can 
even deliver to your door, we now 
have Digital Press as well as 
Lithographic Printing on Site, and 
can do small four colour runs too. 

Call Trevor on 07778 531 265 
or on Pangbourne 0118 9845370 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD 

OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

| TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 

www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 

ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


COLLEGE STUDENT needed to help 
retired educator in Oxford with computer 
problems. (Scanning, e-mail, use of HP 
Officejet All-In-One). Non-regular basis only, 
about twice per month at hours of your choice. 
Will pay £25 per 2 and a half hour sessions. 
Students ONLY please, no professionals. 
Telephone 01865 722087 


rJ 'What is the L, 
Book of Common Prayer 
but privileged access, 
through the resonance 
of language, to the mind 
of God?' 

FAY WELDON 

Join the 

PRAYER BOOK 
SOCIETY 

www.prayerbcxik.org.uk Tel: 01189 842582 
^ Reg. charity no. 1099295 Company ^ 

*^1 Limited by Guarantee No. 4786973^ 



‘Sometimes they look for somewhere 
they can be prayed for without stepping 
into a church. Our resources are often 
used by people who use the internet for 
everything. If they use the internet for 
shopping, booking travel and everything 
else and decide they are interested in 
Christianity, the internet is where they 
are going to look to find out more. 
Communities are being formed through 
the Holy Spirit and are reaching out to 
other people. We have a number of peo- 
ple who are very active in i-church who 
for one reason or another are not 
attending an off-line church. 

‘They may be carers for people who 
can’t go out or may have a physical inca- 
pacity themselves. They may be people 
who have recently become Christians 
and want to explore more. On-line 
churches are very good at allowing peo- 
ple to ask questions.’ In December 
2008 i-church launched an experimen- 
tal advent calendar and will be provid- 
ing Lent resources in the run-up to 
Easter. 


online 


To find out more visit 

www.i-church.org 



Stained Glass Studio 



STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and doors 
and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 


3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 01 18 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 
www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk 


By appointment only 








